
 

                        
February 9, 2026 

 
 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a Special Called Meeting 
on Monday, February 9, 2026 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners’ Room, 116 Adams 
Street, Plymouth, NC.  Commissioners Ann C. Keyes, Tracey A. Johnson, Carol V. 
Phelps, John C. Spruill and Julius Walker, Jr. were in attendance. Also, present were 
County Manager/ County Attorney Curtis S. Potter, Assistant County Manager Jason 
Squires, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett and County Finance Officer Missy Dixon.  
 
 Chair Spruill called the meeting to order. He thanked everyone for coming out.  
Commissioner Keyes gave the invocation. Commissioner Phelps led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
 ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  Ms. Bennett, Clerk to the Board deleted Item 4 Tax 
Collector’s Report.  Ms. Wilkins, Tax Administrator is under the weather and the report is 
not available yet. 
 

Commissioner Phelps  made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda with the 
deletion of Item 4. Commissioner Keyes seconded; motion carried unanimously. 

 
 CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items listed under Consent are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may take action to 
approve/disapprove all items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld from a general action, to 
be discussed and voted upon separately at the discretion of the Board. 

 
a) Meeting Minutes January 5, 2026  
b) Tax Refunds & Releases & Insolvent Account 
c) FY27 Budget Officer Guidelines 
d) RESO 2026-003 Black History Month 2026 
e) Fee Schedule Amendment--EMS 

 
Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Commissioner Keyes seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM:  Ms. Elizabeth Collier was attending as a concerned citizen, 

against data farms.  She shared the following information. 
 
“Stokes County has recently approved a 1000-acre data center for their county. I 

am coming to present information to you that will hopefully discourage any data centers 
finding their way into Washington Co. I am aware the county uses platforms such as 
ChatGPT, OpenAI and Microsoft, but there are other companies such as Grok, Apple, 
Anthropic, Amazon and more. 

 
While AI is being pushed on every platform as a "problem solver or enhancement 

tool", it effectively limits human thinking and critical development in personal abilities. 
These possibilities do not outweigh the consequences that we will see on humanity in the 
future from AI usage. 

 
Data centers look for low income and less educated populations, taking advantage 

of the area. 42% of data centers are located in the south. So, I've come to share some facts 



 

that I hope will discourage our Board from considering a date Center in Washington Co. 
While these centers are seen as taxable revenue, please understand that these are still not a 
viable excuse for the damage you will bring to our area and residents. 

 
Small-Med Data Center uses the same gallons of water annually as 10-15K 

population area. Our stressed water system could not handle a doubling in usage. These 
data centers move to areas with already stressed water system and further exacerbate the 
problem. 

 
Data centers use at least 4% of all electricity in our nation annually.  
 
Currently, in Memphis, residents are dealing with lower air quality due to gas 

turbines at that particular center. These centers are known for releasing nitrogen oxides, 
formaldehyde and fine particulate matter which worsens asthma and may contribute to 
heart disease. 

 
And last, but sadly the most important, according to the Internet Watch 

Foundation, they reported in the last year AI created videos that contained CSAM 
increased by over 26K%. People can create this material by pulling harmless videos of 
children online and running the prompt. 

 
Please consider the already negative consequences from AI usage but also 

consider if approached for a Data Center that you think of your citizens and what that 
would really mean for Washington County. Thank you.” 
 

  DEPARTMENTAL INFORMATION UPDATE— DSS:  Mr. Clifton Hardison, DSS Director 
and Ms. Lynn Swett, DSS Deputy Director were in attendance and Ms. Swett spoke to the Board about 
the DSS Budget of FY27. 

 
 Capital request for foster care vehicle 
 Administrative position reclassification 
 Increased foster care costs ($3,200/month per child) 
 Three vacant social worker positions; potential rise in contracted labor costs 
 Increased MS Office licensing costs 
 Delayed state reimbursement notifications 
 Hosting a lot of state meetings in their building.  There is a blank wall that they are having a 

mural painted of the highlights of Washington County for them to see while there.   
 
Commissioner Keyes commended Mr. Hardison and Ms. Swett for the work they do. 

 
 PUBLIC HEARING:  SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY (CRESWELL SCHOOLS):  
 
 Commissioner Phelps made a motion to go into the Public Hearing.  
Commissioner Walker seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 

Mr. Kelly Chesson, Economic Development Director spoke to the Board regarding 
surplus real property of Creswell Schools 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Commissioner Walker asked if all the parties have come before the Board.  Mr. 

Chesson said no they have not.   
 



 

Commissioner Phelps made a motion to come out of the Public Hearing.  
Commissioner Keyes seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: COUNTY STRATEGIC PLAN:   
 
 Commissioner Keyes made a motion to go into the Public Hearing.  
Commissioner Phelps seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 

Mr. Jason Squires, ACM spoke to the Board and went over the following: 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to come out of the Public Hearing.  
Commissioner Walker seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 

SKINNERSVILLE CIVIC CENTER DEED DISCUSSION:  Mr. Potter spoke to 
the Board about the resolution below.  This is a result of an ongoing discussion for about 3 
years now. SCC requested a General Warranty Deed.  The County will convey a Non-
Warranty Deed at the County Attorney’s suggestion.  Mr. Potter said that SCC recreation 
area was built with federal funds with the restriction of always being an outside recreation 
area.  It would need to go to Dept. of Interior for any changes in restriction and would 
warrant them taking a look into this. 

 
Mr. Chester McDowell, Skinnersville/Pea Ridge area, President of SCC addressed 

the Board and discussed an email he sent.  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 
Mr. McDowell said he appreciated the Board bringing forth a resolution on the 

property. The SCC objects to the resolution. SCC didn’t have any input in the resolution.  
He had mentioned to the County Manager that the SCC wanted to be in on anything that 
was going to be presented.  Mr. McDowell noted that the resolution makes no reference as 
to getting info from the 1978 deed. Also, a paragraph in the resolution mentioned a survey 
but didn’t have the survey attached.  Mr. McDowell said he would like to be on the input 
side of anything dealing with the SCC and objects to the adoption of RESO 2026-005. 

 
Mr. Potter said he heard Mr. McDowell mention that there was no reference to the 

1978 deed, but there is and he pointed it out. 
 
Mr. Potter said it was mentioned that there was no survey attached, but the survey 

was added to the package for the special called meeting tonight (Note:  Regular February 
2, 2026 Board of Commissioners meeting was cancelled due to snow and rescheduled for 
tonight).  He also discussed survey dates.   

 
Mr. Potter said that there is some latitude on what can and should be included on 

the survey.  The County has negotiated with the surveyor to add such things.  Mr. Potter 
said if the SCC would foot the bill for the surveyor, he could sit down with both parties 
and go over what can and should be included on a survey.  Thousands and thousands of 
dollars and time has been spent on this item.  Mr. Potter said he holds firm on the non-
warranty deed suggestion. 

 
Chair Spruill asked whether the Board was in full agreement that the property 

identified on the survey was the same property the Board had previously agreed to convey 
to SCC. The Board confirmed its consensus. 

 
Mr. McDowell said the general warranty deed is being requested on the County 

property since it would be same as the general warranty deed on the ’78 property.  
 
Chair Spruill said the Board has discussed all they want on this item.  They are 

prepared to approve the Resolution tonight.  The County is not going to do the general 
warranty deed.  Mr. Potter mentioned that we have not been doing any general warranty 
deed on all the other properties we have conveyed lately.  We need to do the same for all 
properties. 



 

 
Commissioner Keyes asked was the question tonight that the survey wasn’t 

attached? Mr. McDowell said that was part of it but wants the general warranty deed.  He 
doesn’t want it to be combined to the property they already own. SCC does not request a 
deed to the property they already own. 

 
Mr. Potter said he could modify the resolution to see what changes can be made on 

the survey but will not change his stand on doing the non-warranty deed.  He said he can 
modify the resolution so there is only one deed the county will sign.  The Board agreed to 
modify resolution and send it to Mr. McDowell to review. 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:  Ms. Dixon went over the budget transfers and budget 
amendments that were in the Commissioners’ package.   

 
Chair Spruill had a question about back charging for the water repairs. Mr. Potter said we are 

trying to put together an ordinance regarding this. We will research what legal authority the County 
currently has. 
 

Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve the budget transfers/ amendments 
BT/BA #2026-047 – 061 as presented.  Commissioner Johnson  seconded; motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
OTHER ITEMS BY COMMISSIONERS OR STAFF: 
 
 Creswell Volunteer Fire Dept. Request 

 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve the Creswell Volunteer Fire 
Department request.  Commissioner Keyes seconded; motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
 Roper Volunteer Fire Dept. Request 

Chair Spruill made a motion for recusal to vote on this because he is 
involved in the Roper Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Keyes 
seconded; motion carried unanimously.   



 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve the Roper Volunteer 
Fire Department request.  Commissioner Phelps seconded; motion 
carried 4-0 with Chair Spruill being recused. 
 

 Creswell Water Agreement—Mr. Potter said the County is continuing to 
work with the town of Creswell to give them a viable rate for providing them 
with water like we do for the Town of Roper. Progress is being made but it is 
taking longer to get all the information together. 

 
 Animal Control Officer Regrade—Sheriff Norman and Mr. Potter will be 

discussing this tomorrow and bringing  information to the next meeting 
regarding the need to increase this salary since the position has been open for 
6 months. 

 
 Commissioner Johnson mentioned that there are discussions underway 

regarding taking away county property taxes.  She is getting some 
information from the county on the services that are mandated.  

 
 Commissioner Keyes talked about the energy meetings (C4EE) taking place.  

The first one will be here tomorrow, second one in Roper at WCCC and in 
Creswell. 

 
 Commissioner Walker thanked all the first responders for all they did during 

the inclement weather.  
 

 Commissioner Phelps said a solar company wants to have meeting in 
Creswell at the High School Library for a community meeting on March 5 @ 
6:00 PM. 

 
 Chair Spruill also expressed his appreciation to the county staff of Mr. Potter, 

Lance Swindell and Connie Barnes for manning the EOC during the 
snowstorm.  It was his first time dealing with this and the responsibility 
incurred.  Also, Early Voting starts this Thursday.  Go vote! 

 
 Ms. Bennett mentioned that the NCACC District Meeting for District 1, 2, 7, 

and 8 would be held on Wednesday, March 11th from 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM at 
Halifax Community College, 100 College Drive, Weldon, NC.  Please let her 
know if you will be attending. 

 
 Ms. Bennett also noted that she will be attending the IIMC Region Workshop 

in Wilmington next week (Tues – Fri). Clerks from AL, FL, GA,  NC & SC 
will be attending. 

 
 Ms. Dixon stated that the County received the final audit report today. The 

auditors will present the audit summary at the next meeting. 
 

 Mr. Potter said thanks for the appreciation for the EOC; however, Ms. Connie 
Barnes did the most.  Also, the CMO building had no water for 4 days but 
there were no complaints…everyone just rolled with it.  Mr. Potter said he 



 

will have budget kick-off at this weeks Dept Head mtg .  Also, the goal is to 
have the 3rd party budget request form out by the end of the week. 

 
 

 Commissioner Keyes made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Walker seconded; 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

_____________________________     _______________________ 
             Julie J. Bennett, NCMCC, MMC         John Spruill 
                      Clerk to the Board                      Chair 


