
 
 

 

                        
April 7, 2025 

 
 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Monday, April 7, 
2025, at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners’ Room, 116 Adams Street, Plymouth, NC.  Commissioners Ann 
C. Keyes, Tracey A. Johnson, Carol V. Phelps, John C. Spruill and Julius Walker, Jr. were in attendance. 
Also, present were County Manager/ County Attorney Curtis S. Potter, Assistant County Manager, Jason 
Squires, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett and County Finance Officer Missy Dixon.  
 
 Chair Phelps noted that there was an outstanding crowd here tonight.  He was glad to see 
everyone.  He let them know that public interaction is always welcome. 
 
 Chair Phelps called the meeting to order. Commissioner Spruill gave the invocation.  Chair 
Phelps led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:   None. 
 

Commissioner Spruill made a motion to approve tonight’s Agenda. Commissioner Keyes 
seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 
 CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items listed under Consent are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may take action to approve/disapprove all 
items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld from a general action, to be discussed and voted upon separately at 
the discretion of the Board. 

 
a) Regular Session Minutes:  March 3, 2025 & Special Called Meeting Minutes: March 21, 2025 
b) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 
c) Proclamation 2025 – 004 Two Lights for Tomorrow 
d) Interlocal Agreement with Chowan & Gates for Feasibility Study Agreement for  
  Regional Jail Facility 
e) Audit Contract 
f) Revised Pay Tables  

 
Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner 

Spruill seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM:   Mr. Jimmy Jones, 51Cardinal Lane, said he is still here talking about 

Cardinal Lane and trying to get help to make it a State Road and have it paved. Mr. Jones said he needed 
another meeting (pointed at Ms. Keyes) because he has more information. Also, he is not happy with 
trash pickup; they are tearing up the road. 

 
Mr. Jack Shutz, Cardinal Lane, also talked about Cardinal Lane and wanted it to be paved.  
 
Commissioner Keyes said he was referring to her when she was EM/Planning and Safety 

Director. 
 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW: Ms. Bennett, Clerk to Board swore in the 

Commissioners as the Board of Equalization and Review.  Ms. Sherri Wilkins, Tax Administrator was 
unable to attend tonight; however, she asked Ms. Bennett to report to the Board that there are no appeals 
at this time.   

   



 
 

 

Commissioner Johnson made a motion to recess the Board of E&R to May 5, 2025, at 6:00 
PM in the Commissioners’ Room, 116 Adams Street. Commissioner Spruill seconded. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING—VACANT SCHOOLS/DEPARTMENT RELOCATION:  Mr. Kelly 

Chesson, ED Director spoke to the Board. 
 
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to open the public hearing. Commissioner Walker 

seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Kelly Chesson, ED Director went over the results of the community interest survey that he 

posted to Facebook.  These results were given to the Commissioners in their package; however, Mr. 
Chesson went over them for the public. 



 
 

 

 
 
Mr. Earnell Purington, 276 Downing Road, Roper representing the non-profit WCU Alumni 

Association spoke to the Board. The Association was formed March 2, 1992 to keep the legacy of the 
school alive.  It provides scholarships to high school students in the County. (over $30K) They also 
make donations to the food pantry, DSS, and to WCS for student supplies. Their purpose is also to 
preserve accurate records of the school’s history.  They work to promote camaraderie between all 
students. They need to have a place for their Association to meet and plan for the future.  They would 
like to purchase the Multi-Purpose Room on the site of Roper Union Middle School. It would serve as 
their headquarters. 



 
 

 

 
Ms. Shamica Sanders, 12025 Hwy 32 N, Roper. She is President of SIMP, est. 2013, a non-profit 

organization that provides various camps for kids, etc. They need a facility to be a safe haven for the kids 
which are increasing in numbers. SIMP would like the old Roper Gym. They can possibly get grants to 
pay for it. She said the kids need a safe place to go.  Commissioner Johnson asked Ms. Sanders if she was 
talking about the stand-alone gym. Ms. Saunders said yes. 

 
Ms. Vanessa Joyner, 346 Roxie Reese Road, Plymouth, was here representing Meals on Wheels.  

She thinks Plymouth High School would be better for that since most of their homebound clients are in 
Plymouth. Volunteers are hard to get and they do not want to inconvenience them too much.   

 
Ms. Renee’ Collier, 154 Newland Road, Roper, Washington County Senior Center Director 

stated that various seniors asked her to convey that they would like the Senior Center closer to Roper 
making it centrally located. 

 
Mr. Travis Spruill, 430 Monroe Street, Plymouth, works with Washington County’s Recreation 

Department and said they can transition their programs to all three towns. Participation is growing in 
karate, pickle ball, and tee ball. There needs to be more done for the kids to keep them off the street. 
Commissioner Walker asked about the areas in which he is interested.  Mr. Spruill said they need the 
PHS fields and maybe the Creswell field. 

 
Ms. Paulique Horton, 992 St. Davids Road, Creswell spoke about the community as a whole.  

There needs to be after-school activities.  They need to be trained for a good job.  We need to empower 
our children. Our teachers need a place to stay. Kids need to be safe. Creswell schools do not need to be 
sold. 

 
Ms. Joyce Holloway, Fairfield Road, Greenville and in Roper represents AGENC.  They bring 

the arts to the community. AGENC would like WCU to be retained for community use and events.  
 
Mr. Lloyd Jones, Jr., Roper, said he is concerned about election headquarters moving. He gave 

Dora Bell props for being the best Elections Director!  He said the County should leave the Board of 
Elections in Roper.   

 
Ms. Joy Davenport, 738 Old Cherry Rd., Creswell, likes the idea of our youth having somewhere 

to go and something to do. We need to create more recreation for the youth, not the adults.  If we do not 
have something here, they will go to another town to participate.  Also, we need to have security to keep 
them safe at recreation activities.  

 
Commissioner Keyes made a motion to close the public hearing. Commissioner Walker 

seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Mr. Potter spoke to the Board regarding the following memo he sent to the Board.  



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
Mr. Potter said that staff is asking that the Board take action tonight on choosing the Roper 

Middle School site to move forward with moving Elections now and continue to look at PHS.  Elections 
may be housed in the Multi-Purpose Building temporarily due to logistical hurdles now and move into 
the main building at a later time. Space is being requested by others to use that room also. 
 

Commissioner Spruill said that if at all possible, find the space for Elections inside the school 
rather than move them two times. 



 
 

 

 
Commissioner Johnson talked about the need to have a place for drive-up voting for citizens with 

disabilities.  
 

Commissioner Spruill made a motion to utilize the Roper Union Main School (not the 
Multi-Purpose Building). Commissioner Walker seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING— ZONING ORDINANCE--CORRIDOR COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

AMENDMENT:  Mr. Allen Pittman, Planning/Safety spoke to the Board. 
 
Commissioner Keyes made a motion to open the public hearing. Commissioner Spruill 

seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Pittman, Planning/Safety Director said he is bringing forth a text amendment for the Board’s 

approval.  This is an opportunity for change.  
 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 
 
Mr. Pittman said it is the recommendation of the Washington County Planning Board that the 

Washington County Board of Commissioners adopt the revision of Article 3.B: Corridor commercial 
District to include new language in Section G. of the Zoning Ordinance to include areas where no public 
sewer is available, and the changes to the Special Use and Allowed Uses listed.   

 
Commissioner Keyes noted that Mr. Mitchell Patrick was in the audience (our county sewer 

expert).  Mr. Patrick had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Spruill asked Mr. Pittman to thank the Planning Board for their efforts in trying to 

move the County forward. 
 
Commissioner Keyes made a motion to close the public hearing. Commissioner Spruill 

seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Potter discussed the following Ordinance ORD-066, An Ordinance of the Washington 
County Board of Commissioners Approving a Text Amendment to Article 3(B) (Corridor Commercial 
District) of the Washington County Zoning Ordinance. [A signed copy is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference.]
 

Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve ORD-066 as presented above.  
Commissioner Keyes seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING— REQUEST FOR CHANGE IN ZONING CLASSIFICATION:  Mr. 
Allen Pittman, Planning/Safety spoke to the Board. 

 
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to open the public hearing. Commissioner Spruill 

seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Pittman noted that this request was contingent on the approval of the previous Ordinance.  

There were no questions based on what was in their Agenda package. 
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to close the public hearing. Commissioner Spruill 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Potter discussed Ordinance, ORD-067, Ordinance to Amend the Official Zoning Map of 
Washington County to Rezone a Portion of Parcel 687.00-49-3872 South-East of the Intersection of US64 
and NC 45. [A signed copy is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.] 
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Commissioner Spruill made a motion to approve ORD-067 as presented. 
Commissioner Keyes seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  BOARDS & COMMITTEES:  Ms. Julie J. Bennett, Clerk to the Board, spoke to the 
Board about the following. 
 
TRAVEL & TOURISM AUTHORITY BOARD 
 

Mr. Lou Manring has recently resigned from the TTA board.   The TTA Board met 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025 and unanimously voted to have Mr. Mark Pardue replace Mr. 
Manring.  Mr. Pardue is the curator of the Roanoke River Maritime Museum and serves on 
several boards, including the Museum of the Albemarle.  He also serves on the America 250th 
Committee and the county’s new Economic Development Council.  As such, he will make a 
valuable member of the TTA board.   
  

The TTA Board is requesting the Commissioners’ approval of the TTA’s nomination  of 
Mr. Mark Pardue. 
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to appoint Mr. Mark Pardue to the Travel & 
Tourism Authority Board.  Commissioner  Spruill seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:   Ms. Dixon went over the budget transfers and budget 
amendments that were in the Commissioners’ package.   

 
Commissioner Spruill asked for an explanation of BA#2025-091.  Mr. Potter said this is 

the difference between 2 attorneys--himself and Mr. Bardill, our foreclosure attorney.  His 
contract needs to be pre-audited by the Finance Officer.  Commissioner Spruill asked if funds are 
allocated out of the general fund.  Ms. Dixon said yes and no one can draw from that account 
without her or Ms. Dunlow’s (Deputy Finance Officer) signature.  

 
Commissioner Spruill asked about fund 10-3270-000 Occupancy Tax.  Why is that $0?  

Ms. Dixon said it is a one-time a year entry at the end of the year that goes to the TTA 
(according to GASBY standards).   You will see it in Fund 63.  She will book backwards into the 
General Fund at the end of the fiscal year. 
 

Commissioner Spruill made a motion to approve the budget transfers/amendments 
2025-82 to 2025-92 as presented.  Commissioner Keyes seconded; motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
OTHER ITEMS BY COMMISSIONERS OR STAFF: 
 
Mr. Potter said the County will open bids tomorrow on the Pea Ridge Water Main project 

and on the elevator project for the courthouse later this month. Staff is working on a wide array 
of capital projects.  He is preparing the budget that will be presented at the Board of 
Commissioners’ Meeting on May 5, 2025. 
 
 Commissioner Johnson noted that the NCACC District 1 Meeting will be in June in 
Camden County.  She also said she spoke at a Rural Summit on BEAD (broadband in rural 
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counties). Commissioner Johnson stated that Mr. Reginald Speight now works with the Dept. of 
Commerce. 

 
Commissioner Walker said he appreciated the comments from the citizens tonight. 
 
Commissioner Keyes said the same.  She also said she has had an NCACC virtual 

meeting since our last Board meeting and attended many other meetings in and around the 
county. 

 
Commissioner Spruill participated in a ZOOM call from folks in our mountains and they 

talked of their devastation.  Counties are bankrupt. He asked everyone to keep them in their 
prayers.  It will be many years before they can rebuild. 

 
Chair Phelps thanked everyone for participating in the BBQ dinner in the Creswell area 

and in the ball games. He heard there were about 400 folks in town. 
 
 Commissioner Spruill made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to NCGS§143-
318.11(a)(3) (attorney-client privilege) and NCGS §143-318.11(a)(6) (personnel).  Commissioner 
Walker seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Keyes made a motion to come out of Closed Session.  Commissioner Spruill 
seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 

 Commissioner Spruill asked for update on EMTOC.  Mr. Squires said Mr. Potter has the contract 
on his desk.  Everything is moving along. A groundbreaking may be no more than 2 months out.  
 
 Mr. Potter said he was told the General Assembly was going to pass a bare-bones budget before 
Good Friday.  When they come back after Easter, they will add items back into their budget. 
        
 Commissioner Johnson made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Keyes 
 seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

_____________________________     _______________________ 
             Julie J. Bennett, NCMCC, MMC         Carol V. Phelps 
                      Clerk to the Board                        Chair 


