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August 5, 2024 

 
 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on 
Monday, August 5, 2024, at 6:00 PM in the Media Center of the Washington County Early 
College High School, 115 Middle Street, Creswell.  Commissioners Tracey A. Johnson, 
Ann C. Keyes, Carol V. Phelps, John C. Spruill and Julius Walker, Jr. were in attendance. 
Also, present were County Manager/County Attorney Curtis S. Potter, Assistant County 
Manager, Jason Squires, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett and County Finance Officer 
Missy Dixon. 
 
 Chair Keyes called the meeting to order. Commissioner Walker gave the 
invocation. Commissioner Phelps led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  Mr. Potter added NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(5) (property 
acquisition) to the Closed Session. 
 
 Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve tonight’s Agenda with the 
amended change.  Commissioner Spruill seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 
 CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items listed under Consent are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may take action to 
approve/disapprove all items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld from a general action, to 
be discussed and voted upon separately at the discretion of the Board. 

 
a) Approval of Minutes of July 1, 2024  
b) FY25 Salary Schedule/Pay Tables Effective 7/16/24 v2 
c) Language Access Plan (LAP) for ESFRLP2023 
d) NCDHHS-DSS MOU FY25 
e) RESO 2024-026 Approving & Accepting Sale of Real Property, 90 Cumberland 

St., Plymouth, NC 
f) RESO 2024-027 Approving & Accepting Sale of Real Property, 134 Daisy Lane, 

Roper, NC. 
g) RESO 2024-028 Opioid Resolution 

 
Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.   

Commissioner Spruill seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM:  Mr. Wayne Rodgers, 1661 Davenport Forks Road, Creswell, 
spoke to the Board about recreation for Creswell.  He would like the County to give more 
consideration to children in Creswell.  A playground is needed and a walking area is 
needed. He would like for his end of the County to have more recreation.  

 
 DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE:  Mr. Ricky Young, Facilities Director, spoke to the 
Commissioners regarding projects he and his staff have completed and what projects they 
plan to complete in the future. 
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 Mr. Young talked about how he keeps track of work orders and maintenance 
schedules. 
 
 Commissioner Spruill asked how long it takes to respond to a service request.  Mr. 
Young said it depends on if something needs parts.  Commissioner Spruill asked if Mr. 
Young calls in contractors often.  Mr. Young replied, “No.” Him and his staff try to do it 
all themselves. He said they have saved the County a lot of money.  Commissioner Spruill 
asked Mr. Young how many staff he has.  He answered five (5).  Commissioner Spruill 
thanked him for all he did for the County. 
 
 Mr. Young also noted that he is trying to fix the IT office from holding water--it 
comes through the foundation.  He would have to tear down a wall to get to the 
foundation.  He is getting quotes from 3 contractors. Mr. Potter noted that this is the first 
time that office has had water in it the eleven (11) years he has been here.  He also 
mentioned that the remodel of the IT office looked good.   
 
 Commissioner Spruill asked  the status of the elevator. Mr. Young said the hold up 
is paperwork.  He said he is looking at 8-10 months to be up and running. Court will have 
to be moved at that time.   
 
 Chair Keyes asked Mr. Young how many times he gets called about the AC at 
MTW?  He said not often. He and his staff do maintenance on them.  
 
  Mr. Potter said that Mr. Young has done a great job of cleaning out space 
below the Strader Building to make a Maintenance Shop.  
 
 Chair Keyes thanked him for the work he and his staff have done. 
 
AIRPORT ENGINEERING RFQ SELECTION:   Mr. Potter spoke to the Board on this item 
since Ms. Moscato is under the weather tonight. 
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[The RFQ and subsequent documentation discussed are attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference and will be made part of these minutes.] 
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Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve the RFQ evaluation team’s 
recommended priority of most qualified firms and direct the County Manager to 
negotiate with firm in that priority until a contract to provide the services solicited by 
the RFQ at a fair and reasonable price is successfully reached between the parties. 
Commissioner Phelps seconded; motion carried unanimously. 

 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve and authorize the County 

Manager to execute the engineering services contract presented, subject to any 
additional modifications or amendments requested by the Board or recommended to 
be made in the county’s favor by the County Attorney prior to its execution. 
Commissioner Walker seconded; motion carried unanimously.  
 
 BOARDS & COMMITTEES:  Ms. Bennett stated that Beaufort County Community 
College (BCCC) President, Dr. Loope has reached out to ask the Board to re-appoint Ms. Linda 
West to the BCCC Board of Trustees. 
 

Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve the re-appointment of Ms. 
Linda West to the Beaufort County Community College Board of Trustees.  
Commissioner Johnson seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:   Ms. Dixon went over the budget transfers and budget 
amendments that were in the Commissioners’ package.  Please see below. 
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Commissioner Spruill made a motion to approve the budget transfers/ 

amendments as presented.  Commissioner Walker seconded; motion carried 
unanimously. 
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OTHER ITEMS BY COMMISSIONERS OR STAFF: 
 
Mr. Potter spoke about the County’s NCACC Legislative Goals. He plans to continue 

with what we have been asking for. Commissioner Johnson asked about Scrap Tires. Mr. Potter  
said Mr. Squires is working on this and is making headway that could save the County money.  
Commissioner Johnson asked if Brightspeed covers just Creswell or parts of Plymouth also. Mr. 
Potter said it is possible. There is a public portal with a map that shows the coverage.  

 
Mr. Potter asked Mr. Kelly Chesson to give an update on what he has been doing. Mr. 

Chesson told the Board that is an NCACC Project Coordinator.  He has been working on 
economic development and strategic planning for Washington County and Bertie County. He has 
been working on various water projects and VUR projects. 

 
Commissioner Spruill asked the who was the person he mentioned in the Department of 

Commerce.  He stated it was Sharon Smith, she was previously with the Albemarle Commission. 
 
Mr. Potter said Mr. Chesson will be shifting his focus to Economic Development and 

Community Development. 
 
Chair Keyes told Mr. Chesson that they all appreciate all his work. 
 
Mr. Potter introduced Mr. John Waterman, our new LFNC.  He will be with us for about 

a year. He comes from Appalachian State.  Mr. Waterman replaced Ms. Asia Melton. 
 
Mr. Potter noted that National Night Out for tomorrow has been moved to the gym at 

Washington County High School. 
  
Mr. Potter also said he is keeping an eye on “Debby.”  The storm could bring us 8-10 

inches of rain. 
 
Commissioner Spruill had a question about the County water usage.  Mr. Potter said 

sometimes the Water Dept. does a cleanout and that uses a significant amount of water. It could 
also be a leak. The County does not have a good way to exactly figure out how much water is 
used from a fire hydrant when being used to bleed lines. 

 
 Mr. Squiers attended the monthly meeting with Metcon.  We are looking at a 30-day 
delay of the contracted finish date. Also discussed was where priorities are on the funding list.  
There was a discussion of wanting to know how much money the school is holding back for 
furniture.  
 

Commissioner Johnson stated that at the NCACC Conference later this week in Forsyth 
County will be her last sitting on the NCACC Executive Committee.  She accomplished some of 
her goals, mainly getting Broadband in parts of the County.  She will still push for this. She will 
be on the NACo RAC, IT Committee, Agriculture for Rural Areas, and a few more committees. 
She makes sure that NACo knows who Washington County is and where we are. 
 

Commissioner Phelps said at the school meeting some were confused regarding the new 
gym of how many feet it is and how many people will it hold. It was reported that the main gym 
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holds 1,200 people during games and 1,800 when the gym floor can be utilized. The auxiliary 
gym will hold 668 people total.  An in-game capacity was not provided. 
 

Chair Keyes said there was a mass feeding last week.  She gave a shout out to Mr. Mike 
Harris who helped to get pallets taken down. She said she has been out working with citizens 
regarding their roads and talking with DOT. Chair Keys wanted to note that she is aware of the 
Water Dept. blowing out lines at the end of dead-end road.   

 
Chair Keyes thanked all the County staff for all they do.  Your work is appreciated. 

 
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to 

NCGS§143-311(a)(3)  (attorney-client privilege, NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(5) (property 
acquisition) and NCGS §143-318.11(a)(6) (personnel).   Commissioner Phelps 
seconded; motion carried unanimously. 
 
   
 Back in Open Session, Commissioner Phelps made a motion to give County Manager/County 
Attorney a 9% pay increase effective July 16, 2024. Commissioner Spruill seconded; the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Spruill made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner                         
Phelps seconded; motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
______________________________  ____________________________ 
   Julie J. Bennett, MMC, NCMCC        Ann C. Keyes 
            Clerk to the Board               Chair 
 
 


