
                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
October 3, 2022 

 
 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Monday, 
October 3,  2022 at 6:00 PM by using ZOOM—virtual meeting software (due to the COVID-19 
pandemic) for Facebook Live Streaming and in person in the Commissioners’ Room, 116 Adams 
Street, Plymouth, NC. Commissioners Tracey Johnson, Ann Keyes, Carol Phelps, Bill Sexton 
and Julius Walker, Jr. were present.  Also present were County Manager/County Attorney Curtis 
Potter, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett and Finance Officer Missy Dixon.   
 

 Chair Johnson called the meeting to order. Commissioner Walker gave the invocation; 
County Manager Potter led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  Mrs. Bennett, Clerk to the Board mentioned that the Board 
had in front of them Item 7, the presentation for the Landfill Departmental Update and also an 
additional Budget Transfer #2023-041. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda: 
 

Items listed under the Consent Agenda are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may 
take action to approve/disapprove all items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld 
from a general action, to be discussed and voted upon separately at the discretion of the 
Board. 
a) Approval of Minutes for September 6, 2022 
b) Tax Refunds & Releases & Insolvent Accounts 
c) RESO 2022-038 Proclamation:  Fire Prevention Week 
d) RESO 2022-039 Proclamation:  National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
e) RESO 2022-040 Proclamation:  Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
f) RESO 2022-041 Authorizing Sale of Real Property, SR 1126/ SR 1164 (Weston Road), By 

Electronic Public Auction Pursuant to G.S. 160 A-270 
g) RESO 2022-042 Proclamation: Supporting Operation Green Light for Active Military 

Service Members in Transition to Civilian Life (Veteran Status) 
h) RESO 2022-043 Adopting & Updating Washington County Procurement & Purchasing 

Policy 
  
Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

   
 PUBLIC FORUM: Mr. Lloyd Jones, Jr., 842 Gourd Neck Road, Roper wanted to talk 
about trash and recycling with Republic. He said he gets very poor service; however, he gets 
better service on trash than recycling. Sometimes no recycling gets picked up, so he’s having 
problems with that. He said Republic is trying to use the pandemic saying they couldn’t get 
employees. Mr. Jones said he had someone come out to his house from Republic with one of the 
drivers and said that she wouldn’t be coming back up his road.  He said he get very sporadic 
service.  Mr. Jones said another lady came up there and Mr. Jones was in the road and saw her 
getting ready to turn around and he got in his truck and followed her up Smith Road and blocked 
her so he could talk to her. He said they need a training program for them to do recycling. They 
dump it right in the trash.   
 



                                                                                                                                              

Mr. Jones said he is trying to be patriotic and recycle.  He said he’s not trying to get anyone 
fired, but if his boss told him not to do something, he’d probably do the same thing. But if that is 
what is happening, then something needs to change.  Mr. Jones said that what he pays for trash is 
going to pay for their salaries.  
  
 DEPARTMENT INFORMATION UPDATE:  Mr. Danny Reynolds, Landfill Supervisor 
spoke to the Board about the Landfill and gave the following presentation.  Mr. Reynolds also 
stated that a list of what the Landfill will accept and won’t accept is listed on the County’s 
Landfill web page. 
 

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 
  
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 

 
 

Mr. Reynolds talked about the graph above showing Saturday landfill visits. Based on 
this data, he is recommending that the Landfill start closing on Saturdays.  

 
Commissioner Keyes said that she called the landfill one day to have some debris 

removed from her yard at 4:30 pm and it was picked up at 7:30 am the next morning.  She was 
pleased. 
 



                                                                                                                                              

Commissioner Sexton asked about the holidays coming up.  Does Mr. Reynolds see that 
those times could be busier and maybe the landfill should be open on Saturday?   

 
Mr. Potter said that Mr. Reynolds did a good job on his presentation and has been talking 

about closing on Saturdays for a while now. A compromise could be to be open the 1st Saturday  
of every month. 
 

Commissioner Phelps made a motion for the Landfill to be open on the first 
Saturday of every month (starting in November).  Discussion ensued.  This will be done on a 
trial basis based on feedback from the public. Commissioner Keyes seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 REPUBLIC SERVICES UPDATE:   Mr. Chris Wilson, Republic Services Manager, 
Municipal Services spoke to the Board.  He introduced Mr. Mark Chapman, the General 
Manager and Mr. Pat Patrick, the local Operations Manager. Mr. Wilson said they are trying to 
do their best.  They are dealing with people and equipment in an imperfect world.  Mr. Chapman 
stated that he started back in April 2022. Republic has had some staffing challenges.  They have 
currently hired new staff and have increased salaries.  They are investing in their employees.  
Mr. Chapman noted that from January – September they picked up 383,000 carts and only 
missed 95.  Their goal is to have 0 missed! He said they will continue to invest in their people 
and their equipment.  Safety is their #1 priority.  Republic will not put drivers in harms way.  Mr. 
Chapman noted that Republic has completed a route audit and will share those details at a later 
date.  Mr. Patrick told the Commissioners that trash pickup days are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday.  Recycling is picked up on Tuesday and Thursday.  Carts are delivered on 
Wednesday. 
 
 Commissioner Sexton stated that the County has had all kinds of trash pickup through the 
years.  He feels that the having Republic is the best thing going for our trash right now.  He is 
very satisfied with Republic and appreciates what they do. 
 
 Commissioner Keyes said she has been around for a while and knows it takes time to 
overcome challenges. 
 
 Chair Johnson thanked the representatives from Republic for coming to the meeting 
tonight. 
 
 INFORMATION ON RAMSAR & LETTER OF SUPPORT:  Ms. Rebekah Martin, 
Project Leader, US Fish & Wildlife Service spoke to the Board.  She introduced Ms. Sarah 
Ward, Ecologist with the US Fish & Wildlife Service and Ms. Wendy Stanton, Pocosin Lakes 
Refuge Manager. Ms. Martin said she is over nine (9) refuges  in NC and her office is located in 
Manteo.  She wants to overcome an adverse relationship which has been created in the past.  Ms. 
Martin discussed the following information below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 Ms. Martin invited the Commissioners to come out to the Refuge with them sometime. 
 
 Commissioner Phelps said that Creswell’s biggest issue is with drainage.  He would 
appreciate their help in getting water out of the way.  He said he has talked with Ms. Stanton 
quite a few times. 
 
 Commissioner Sexton said he agrees with Commissioner Phelps that it’s usually Creswell 
that suffers.  He would like for them to work with the Board on this.  Ms. Martin said she would 
like the same.  She has started looking into funds to help. 
 
 Mr. Potter said if the Board was comfortable with a letter of support of the nomination 
subtitled Carolina Wetlands Association to designate Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR) as Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance that he will draft something and bring it 
back to the November meeting for the Board’s approval. The consensus of the Board was to do 
that. 
 
 BOARDS & COMMITTEES:   Ms. Bennett, Clerk to the Board, stated that the 
Washington County (WC) Planning Board currently has two vacancies due to previous members 
moving out of the County.  The WC Planning Board is recommending filling these two 



                                                                                                                                              

vacancies with Mr. Charles Weathersbee (manager of Big Al’s Garage) and Mr. Keith Davenport 
(owner of Davenport’s Trucking Company and Davenport’s Sand Company).  The WC Planning 
Board would like for the Commissioners to approve their recommendation. 
 

Both Mr. Weathersbee and Mr. Davenport have agreed to serve if appointed. 
 
Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Charles 

Weathersbee and Mr. Keith Davenport to the Washington County Planning Board.  
Commissioner Keyes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:   Ms. Dixon said the budget transfers; budget 
amendments and the financial report were in the Commissioners’ package.  
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 

 
 
 Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the budget amendments/ transfers 
as presented above.  Commissioner Keyes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Ms. Dixon noted that they are in the short rows of having a draft audit in hand.  She has 
received some notes for review.  Hopefully, it will be done soon.  There will be one finding 
regarding the landfill closure/post closure.  There was some confusion regarding the capacity of 
the landfill.  There will have to be an adjustment made which will cause a finding.  Ms. Dixon 
just wanted to make the Board aware of this. 
 

OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIR, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER/ COUNTY 
ATTORNEY OR CLERK:   

 
 Chair Johnson thanked everyone who sent cards and has been concerned about her.  She 

is doing better and moving forward. 
 



                                                                                                                                              

 Washington County High School Homecoming Parade is Friday, October 14.  Ms. 
Bennett asked the Board to let her know if they want to ride in it. 

 Mr. Potter gave a brief update on the school.  There were multiple meetings held last 
week.  The estimate on the school building is slightly above the limit we can go to ($3M). 
He has also learned the design phase has been delayed. The Contractor has to have 
finished designs before going out for bids. This means we will not be able to make the 
LGC’s meeting in December, but will need it for their January 2023 meeting (date TBD).  
Mr. Potter also noted we now have some placards sitting around the Commissioners’ 
Room with a rendition of what the new school buildings may look like. Please feel free to 
use them. 

 Mr. Potter also said he will be unavailable the rest of this week.  By policy, Ms. Dixon 
can operate as the County Manager when he is not available. 

 Chair Johnson said she doesn’t think Washington County has any Federal legislative 
goals, but NACo has one which is to help expedite FEMA funds 

 Ms. Bennett added that the County received its green lightbulb today to be able to 
participate in RESO 2022-042 Proclamation: Supporting Operation Green Light for 
Active Military Service Members in Transition to Civilian Life (Veteran Status) which 
was approved by the Commissioners this evening. 

 
Commissioner Keyes made a motion go into Closed Session pursuant to 

NCGS§143-318.11(a)(3)--attorney-client privilege and NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) to discuss 
personnel.  Commissioner Walker seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Back in Open Session, with no further business to discuss, Commissioner Sexton made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Keyes seconded; motion carried 
unanimously.  

  
 
______________________________   _____________________________ 
           Tracey A. Johnson          Julie J. Bennett, MMC, NCMCC 

    Chair                              Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 


