
 

 
 

June 6, 2022 
 

 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Monday, 
June 6, 2022 at 6:00 PM in person and by using ZOOM—virtual meeting software for Facebook 
Live Streaming in the Cooperative Extension Conference Room, 128 E. Water Street, Plymouth, 
NC.  Commissioners Tracey A. Johnson, Ann C. Keyes, Carol V. Phelps, William R. “Bill” 
Sexton, Jr. and Julius Walker, Jr. were present in the room.  Also present were County 
Manager/County Attorney Curtis Potter, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett and County Finance 
Officer Missy Dixon.  
 

Chair Johnson called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Walker gave the invocation 
and County Manager Potter led the Pledge of Allegiance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS: None. 
 

 CONSENT AGENDA:  
Items listed under Consent are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may take action to 

approve/disapprove all items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld from a general action, to be 
discussed and voted upon separately at the discretion of the Board. 
 

a) Approval of Minutes for May 2 & 16, 2022 Regular Meeting & Closed Session 
Minutes for April 4, 2022 

b) Tax Refunds & Releases & Insolvent Accounts 
c) ABC Board Budget Amendment for 2021-2022; ABC Board Proposed Budget for 

2022-2023; Adoption of County Travel Reimbursement Form for ABC Board 
d) Opioid Project Ordinance/Budget Amendment 
e) Auditor Engagement Letter 
f) JCPC Membership 

    
Commissioner Keyes made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  

Commissioner Sexton seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM: None. 
 
EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER: Chair Johnson read the nomination of the Employee 

of the Quarter, Ms. Vanessa Joyner, Senior Center Director.  
 

“The Employee of the Quarter for June 2022 was hired on October 13, 2004 as Code 
Enforcement Officer in Emergency Management. She served in that role until January 5, 2015 
when she became the Senior Center Director. 
 
Vanessa Joyner has worked for Washington County for over 17 years.  For 10 years, she worked 
with Ann Keyes in Emergency Management.  For the past 7 years, she has been at the Senior 
Center. She has also worked 2 ½ years in the past for the Water Department. 
 
From Emergency Management, she is a part of the CERT (Community Emergency Response 
Team) and is a qualified CERT trainer also.  She has passed the highest levels in ICS (Incident 
Command System).   



 

 
Vanessa has graduated from the Ann Johnson Institute for Senior Center Directors.  She is 
qualified to tach Tai Chi Chronic Disease Self Management, Chronic Pain Self Management, 
Powerful Tools for Caregivers and AARP Know It and Control It.  She has been certified as a 
NAFTA Fitness Trainer, HIIT Trainer (High Intensity Interval Training), Support Group 
Facilitator, and Senior Planet Technology Class.  She teaches Chair Exercise, Fitness Workout 
and substitute teach for Line Dancing.  She also teaches craft ideas to the seniors.” 

 
Chair Johnson read the Certificate of Recognition and stated that Ms. Joyner will also 

receive a check for $50. 
 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW:  
 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to re-convene as the Board of Equalization 

and Review.  Commissioner Keyes seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Ms. Sherri Wilkins, Tax Administrator, told the Board there were no appeals as of 
today. 

 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to adjourn the Board of Equalization & 

Review.  Commissioner Walker seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Chair Johnson announced that a citizen had just arrived to speak in Public Forum so she 
allowed it.  

 
Mr. Jimmy Sutton 407 Boush Street, Roper, stated that Roper has become very lawless 

and needs some help.  Roper needs some patrolling.  4-wheelers are on public streets--children 
following parents in excess of 70 mph—a father leading a child— 6-9 yr. olds riding motorized 
vehicles.  Mr. Sutton said the lawlessness is absurd.  They do pay taxes and do deserve some 
patrol.  He said he has called for patrols before. He said he understands the decrease in 
manpower and that you can’t get blood from a turnip, but Roper needs some support.  Mr. Sutton 
said he will be glad to have a private meeting with anyone who would like to discuss this further. 

 
 RESOLUTION 2022-021:  APPROVING AND ACCEPTING SALE OF 
REAL PROPERTY AT WESTON ROAD (SR1126/SR1164), CRESWELL, NC:  Mr. 
Potter went over the following Resolution. 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 Commissioner Sexton asked was this a Zacchaeus foreclosure.  Ms. Wilkins 
said yes it was.  Commissioner Sexton asked if Zacchaeus was still paying for 
themselves.  Ms. Wilkins said yes they are.  Ms. Dixon, Finance Office, agreed with Ms. 
Wilkins.  Commissioner Sexton asked for Ms. Wilkins to let the Board know if that 
changes. 
 

Commissioner Sexton made the motion to approve Resolution 2022-021 Approving 
and Accepting the Sale of the Real Property on Weston Road, Creswell.  Commissioner 
Phelps seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 PUBLIC HEARING:  SALE OF THE COMMERCE BUILDING:  Mr. Potter 
spoke to the Board on this and went over the background information below. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 Commissioner Keyes made the motion to open the public hearing on the 
Sale of the Commerce Building.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Sam Styons, consultant for Triple Waves, Inc. and Mr. Ervin Shperdheja, 
President of Triple Waves, Inc. spoke to the Board. 
 
 Mr. Styons said Mr. Shperdheja came to see him about 4-5 years ago looking 
for property in our area for their company. Mr. Styons wanted it made clear that he is a 
consultant not an owner.  Triple Waves, Inc. is one (1) of their companies.  They also 
own OBX Cleaning. They have been in business for over 20 years. They employee about 
40 people. Hotels are their clients. They are ready to partner with nursing homes and 
hospitals after their expansion.  
 
 Mr. Styons introduced Mr. Shperdheja.  Mr. Shperdheja thanked Mr. Potter and 
the Commissioners for taking the time to let them layout the new building. They want to 
bring best technology to us and create jobs in our area. Triple Waves, Inc. is getting lots 
of contracts so they need more space.  
 
 Mr. Shperdheja said they plan to hire 50 – 70 employees (hopefully local 
people) and at the new location they will be using county water.  Mr. Styons said they 
liked the Commerce Building site because of the county sewer and water and they will 
have a gas line run out there.  Mr. Styons said it would cost about $350,000 to finish 
building (it needs a floor and a loading dock) along with handicap ramps in front Then 
they will be putting $500,000 - $1,000,000 in equipment in the building. 
 
 Mr. Shperdheja said the average pay would be $12/$15 per/hr. for most workers 
and $18/$20 per hour for techs. 
 
 Commissioner Sexton asked about the timeframe of when they hope to start 
making the improvements to the building and be in it.  Mr. Shperdheja said would like to 
start improvements in the Fall of 2022 and open next Spring 2023.  Commissioner Sexton 
said one of his goals when he returned as a Commissioner was to get the Commerce 
Center Building sold. He is glad to see the progress. 
  
 Commissioner Walker said he thinks this will help employment in Washington 
County.  Commissioner Keyes agreed. 
 
 Mr. Potter said essential information has been presented and that staff’s 
recommendation would be to direct staff to bring back a Resolution to the Board at the 
July meeting approving the transfer of the Commerce Center to the high bidder (Triple 
Waves, Inc.). 
 
 Commissioner Sexton made the motion to close the public hearing on the 
sale of the Commerce Center Building.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Sexton made the motion to direct staff to prepare a 
resolution to approve the transfer of the Commerce Center Building to the final 



 

high bidder (subject to applicable terms and conditions to be discussed with the 
County Attorney in Closed Session and or/otherwise established by the Board). 
Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 DEPARTMENT INFORMATION UPDATE:  PUBLIC UTILITIES:  Mr. 
Doremus Luton, Public Utilities Director and Mr. Lee Sasser, Water Plant Operator gave 
the following presentation. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 Commissioner Sexton asked about the calcium buildup.  Mr. Sasser said the 
County doesn’t treat for that.  That’s what comes from the Castle Haynes aquifer.  Mr. 
Sasser said the County tried water softening in the past but that caused other issues and 
the County would need new equipment to try it again. Commissioner Sexton asked if the 
County’s water tanks have the calcium buildup.  Mr. Sasser said no. Mr. Sasser went on 
to say folks have trouble with their hot water heater because parts of the element are 
deteriorating in the hot water heater.  
 



 

 Mr. Sasser said that the County has to do lead/copper samples.  Mr. Sasser also 
said the County is constantly flushing water. The County has five (5) automatic flushing 
valves. 
 
 Mr. Potter noted said there is a little over .5M$ for utility projects in the budget 
(due to using ARP money) and the County serves 2,680 customers. 
 
 BUDGET ORDINANCE FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY FY23 BUDGET:   Mr. Potter 
went over the following information. 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Mr. Potter said the threshold was changed from $500 to $999.99 for Purchase Orders.  Also, a 
change was made that the Budget Officer/County Manager can give the Finance Officer the authority to 
make minor changes to PO’s that the County Manager has already signed. 
 
 Commissioner Phelps said he appreciated all the hard work that went into the budget process 
this year. Commissioner Walker agreed with Commissioner Phelps.  
 
 Chair Johnson said she had one question regarding the EMS billing and NCACC cost 
reimbursements.  Ms. Dixon said there may be a partial filing for those. 
 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the Budget Ordinance for the 
Washington County FY23 Budget.  Commissioner Keyes seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  
  

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT, BUDGET AMENDMENTS/BUDGET 
TRANSFERS:   Ms. Missy Dixon, Finance Officer discussed the attached budget amendments/ 
transfers to the Board for approval/disapproval and information. 

 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

Discussion ensued regarding Zacchaeus and their rates. 
 



 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the budget amendments and 
transfers as presented above.  Commissioner Walker seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIR, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER/ COUNTY 
ATTORNEY OR CLERK:   

 
Items from Mr. Potter:  
County Assembly Day is on June 14 in Raleigh 
NCACC Legislative Goals—need to start considering the County’s goals so they can be 

submitted to the NCACC 
Aviation Advisory Committee on June 21 in the Commissioners’ Room @ 5:30 pm 
 
Washington County Schools (WCS) Update: There is a large group that is continuing to 

work on this project. The School Board would like to keep the Early College site in Creswell 
rather than move it to Roper as was agreed to by both Boards last fall.  It is a more expensive 
option. Mr. Potter said he is working with the school system on the funding shortfall.  WCS 
would like to have a joint meeting, possibly June 27 or 29 and will have a regular board meeting 
on July 5.  Please check your calendars.  Also, the group is going to tour a Jones County school 
tomorrow.  It is similar to what we want to build here. Everyone is trying to keep moving things 
forward. 

 
Golden Leaf staff will be here on Wednesday afternoon to discuss opportunities for 

funding that they might can bring to the table for Washington County. 
 
Ms. Dixon shared that the Medicaid cost refund from 2020 was $418,997.  Washington 

County has received $2,000,013 since the inception of the program.  The Debt Set-Off for 2021 
was $39,208.  The County has received $1,107,000 since the County has been participating in 
this program. 

 
Commissioner Walker thanked Mr. Luton for helping when he had a flood at his house. 

He and Jason did a great job.  
 
Chair Johnson said she attended the NC Black Bear Festival and it was marvelous. She 

said she appreciates all the time that went into it and all of the volunteers that helped to make it 
successful. She really enjoyed it. She will be at a leadership academy in DC next week and 
unable to attend County Assembly Day.  
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to NCGS 
§143-318.11(a)(3) (attorney-client privilege) and NCGS §143-318.11(a)(6) (personnel).  
Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Back in Open Session, Commissioner Sexton made a motion to establish a Senior 
Project Manager position in the County Manager’s Office at grade 20 and authorized the 
County Manager to fill the position with the County’s current LNCF, Mr. Richard 
Livingston.  Commissioner Phelps seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Ms. Bennett noted that she did some research based on the request at the last meeting 

from Centennial Housing to be tax exempt.  According to GS 105-278.8, non-profit hospitals are 



 

allowed to be tax exempt, if they file for an exemption in a timely manner (before the deadline).  
Centennial Housing did not submit their filing for an exemption before the deadline. 

 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Keyes 

seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
              Tracey A. Johnson                 Julie J. Bennett, MMC, NCMCC 

             Chair              Clerk to the Board 
 
 


