
                
July 6, 2021 

 
 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Monday, 
July 6, 2021 at 6:00 PM by using ZOOM—virtual meeting software (due to the COVID-19 
pandemic) for Facebook Live Streaming and in person in the Commissioners’ Room, 116 Adams 
Street, Plymouth, NC. Commissioners Tracey Johnson, Ann Keyes, Carol Phelps, Bill Sexton 
and Julius Walker, Jr. were present.  Also present were County Manager/County Attorney Curtis 
Potter, Assistant Clerk Renee’ Collier and Finance Officer Missy Dixon.  Clerk to the Board 
Julie J. Bennett was unable to attend. 
 

 Chair Sexton called the meeting to order. Commissioner Keyes gave the invocation; 
Commissioner Walker led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS: Additions: Renee as Assistant Clerk to the Board. 
 
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve Renee Collier as the Assistant 

Clerk to the Board.   Commissioner Keyes seconded.  Chair Sexton proceeded with the roll 
call:  Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion carried unanimously.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda: 
 

Items listed under the Consent Agenda are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may 
take action to approve/disapprove all items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld 
from a general action, to be discussed and voted upon separately at the discretion of the 
Board. 
a) Approval of Minutes 
b) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 
c) Reso 2021-012 Adoption of Bond Order 
d) Update to Riverlight Transit’s Drug Testing Policy 

  
Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Sexton proceeded with the roll call:  

Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion carried unanimously.  
   
 PUBLIC FORUM:  None. 
 
 TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT AND ANNUAL SETTLEMENT REPORT:   Ms. 
Sherri Wilkins, Tax Administrator spoke to the Board about the Order for Ad Valorem Tax 
Collecting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ORDER 
 

FOR COLLECTION OF AD VALOREM TAXES 
 

Fiscal Year 2021 – 2022 
 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF WASHINGTON 
 
TO:  SHERRI M. WILKINS   
 Tax Collector of Washington County 
 
 You are hereby authorized, empowered, and commanded to collect the taxes set forth in 
the tax records filed in the office of Washington County Tax Collector and in the tax receipts 
herein delivered to you, in the amounts and from the taxpayers likewise therein set forth.  Such 
taxes are hereby declared to be a first lien upon all real property of the respective taxpayers in the 
County of Washington, and this order shall be a full and sufficient authority to direct, require and 
enable you to levy on and sell any real or personal property of such taxpayers, for and on account 
thereon, in accordance with law.  You are authorized to call upon the Sheriff of Washington 
County and his deputies to levy upon and sell personal property for unpaid taxes when you deem 
it to be advisable. 
 
 Witness my hand and official seal, this 6th day of July, 2021. 
 
 

 
 
             

William R Sexton, Jr 
Chair 

 
 
             

Julie Bennett, CMC, NCCCC 
Clerk to the Board 

 
   
 

Ms. Wilkins then spoke to the Board about the Tax Collector’s Report.  In accordance 
with North Carolina General Statute 105-373, Ms. Wilkins submitted the following report for 
Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021: 
 

The total tax levy was $7,529,322.21.  This was the billing for the original scroll, the 
public utility scroll, discoveries, and penalties.  This amount has been adjusted for releases of 
$23,898.56.  The discounts totaled $62,661.92.  This amount does not include the registered 
motor vehicle levy, this is billed and collected through NCVTS.   
 



Per the NCVTS Finance Report, the collections for NCVTS totaled $956,119.87.  The tax 
office does not handle the collection of motor vehicle taxes.  They do process any adjustments to 
value, the situs issues, refunds and all other questions.   
 

The amount of Real and Personal property not collected is $342,143.22. A listing of the 
delinquent taxpayers and the amounts owed are available in the Tax Office for your inspection.  
 

The total amount of collections and credits towards the levy was $7,124,517.07. 
 

Tax Office collections for prior years’ taxes was $386,403.43.  The amount collected 
through Debt Setoff was $12,280.11, and through wage garnishments and attachments was 
$33,248.80. 
 

This year the Tax Office billed and collected for the Washington County Ad Valorem 
Tax, the 1972 Ref Watershed Tax, Town of Creswell Ad Valorem Tax, Solid Waste User Fee, 
Albemarle Drainage District, and Pungo River Drainage District.  The Tax Office also collected 
for Drainage District 5. 
   

The Tax Office staff has made diligent efforts to collect all taxes due.  In addition to their 
efforts in the office, they also work along with Zacchaeus Legal Services in the foreclosure 
proceedings.   
 

Ms. Wilkins said she would like to commend all of the Tax Office staff for their efforts, 
not only do they handle all issues with taxes but also with Republic Services.  She also 
commended the Permits, GIS, Register of Deeds and the Clerk of Courts offices.  The Tax Office 
works closely with these offices and Ms. Wilkins appreciates the great working relationship that 
they have.   
 
 DEPARTMENT INFORMATION UPDATE—TRAVEL & TOURISM AUTHORITY 
AND THE NC BLACK BEAR FESTIVAL:  Mr. Tom Harrison, TTA Direction gave the 
following presentation.   

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 







































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) DISCUSSION:  Mr. Potter spoke to the 
Board on this topic. 

 



  
 



 



  
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve the Resolution to Accept ARPA 
Funds.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Sexton proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion carried unanimously.  
  
 



 



  
Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve the ARPA Grant Project 

Ordinance.  Commissioner Keyes seconded.  Chair Sexton proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion carried unanimously.  
 



 



 
 
 
 DESIGNATION OF VOTING DELEGATE TO THE NCACC’S CONFERENCE AND 
TO THE NACo CONFERENCE:  At a previous meeting, Ms. Julie Bennett, Clerk to the Board 
spoke to the Commissioners and noted that she received the following information. 



 

 



 
 



 



 
  
 The Board opted to bring this back to the July 6, 2021 meeting. 
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve Commissioner Johnson as the 
Voting Delegate for the NACo Conference.  Commissioner Walker seconded.  Chair Sexton 
proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; 
Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   
Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve Commissioner Keyes as the 
Voting Delegate for the NCACC Conference.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair 
Sexton proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, 
yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   
Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve Commissioner Phelps as the 

Voting Delegate Alternate for the NCACC Conference.  Commissioner Sexton seconded.  
Chair Sexton proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner 
Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, 
yea.   Motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
 



 BOARDS & COMMITTEES:   
 

Northeastern Workforce Development Board (NWDB) 
 

Commissioner Johnson asked the Commissioners and the Clerk for assistance in 
identifying a new appointee to replace Diane White (Business Representative—Washington 
County) who is resigning from the NWDB. No names were given so it will be brought up again. 

 
Jury Commission 

 
Ms. Bennett was contacted by the Clerk of Court, Brian Keith Phelps regarding the Jury 

Commission.  He stated that the Board of County Commissioners has appointed Syble Spruill to 
serve as their appointee in the past. She has served on the Jury Commission for several years.  If 
she is not able or willing to serve, possibly Commissioner Phelps could recommend someone 
from his district to serve.  The term begins on July 1, 2021 and is for two years.  The Jury 
Commission usually meets in September or October to prepare the Master Jury list for the next 
biennium.  
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve the re-appointment of Ms. Syble 
Spruill to the Jury Commission.  Commissioner Walker seconded.  Chair Sexton proceeded 
with the roll call:  Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner 
Walker, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
 FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:   Ms. Dixon said the budget transfers, budget 
amendments and the financial report were in the Commissioners’ package.  Commissioner 
Sexton asked if everything for the end of fiscal year had been closed out. Ms. Dixon responded 
that it was not finished officially but they are still working on it.   
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve the budget amendments/transfers 
as presented above.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Sexton proceeded with the roll 
call:  Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion carried unanimously. 



OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIR, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER/ COUNTY 
ATTORNEY OR CLERK:   
 
 Commissioner Johnson: Looking forward to NCACC meeting in August and looking 
forward to finishing with NACO. 
 
 Commissioner Phelps: Spoke with a Hydrogeologist about making a pitch for some 
contracted services for drainage. He believes that Tyrrell County should be included in this pitch 
meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Walker: No new business. 
 
 Commissioner Keyes: Still working on Cardinal Lane. 
 
 Chair Sexton: Wanted to thank Commissioner Johnson for all she does with the NCACC 
and NACO. 
 
 Mr. Potter stated the Public Room Use Policy will be brought back to the Board in 
August. Mr. Potter said he also received a copy of the letter from the School Board in support of 
a new school facility.  
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion go into Closed Session pursuant to 
NCGS§143-318.11(a)(3)--attorney-client privilege and NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) to discuss 
personnel.  Commissioner Johnson seconded.  Chair Sexton proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Back in Open Session at 8:19 PM, Commissioner Keyes made a motion to authorize the 

County Attorney to submit the County’s affirmative vote to approve the proposed settlement 
terms of the Purdue Pharma bankruptcy and proposed Chapter 11 finance for Mallinckrodt plc 
bankruptcy cases in which the County is a lead plaintiff.  Commissioner Walker seconded.  Chair 
Sexton proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; 
Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion 
carried unanimously.  

  
With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Keyes made a motion to adjourn.  

Commissioner Phelps seconded. Chair Sexton proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner 
Johnson, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; 
Commissioner Sexton, yea.   Motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
       William R. “Bill” Sexton                       Renee Collier 

         Chair          Assistant Clerk   


