
 

                       
 
 

February 7, 2022 
 

 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Monday, 
February 7, 2022 at 6:00 PM in person and by using ZOOM—virtual meeting software (due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic) for Facebook Live Streaming in the Commissioners’ Room, 116 
Adams Street, Plymouth, NC.  Commissioners Tracey A. Johnson, Ann C. Keyes and Carol V. 
Phelps, William R. “Bill” Sexton, Jr. and Julius Walker, Jr. were present in the room.  Also 
present were County Manager/County Attorney Curtis Potter, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett 
and County Finance Officer Missy Dixon.  
 

Chair Johnson called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Walker gave the invocation 
and County Manager Potter lead the Pledge of Allegiance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:   
 

 CONSENT AGENDA:  
Items listed under Consent are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may take action to 
approve/disapprove all items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld from a general action, 
to be discussed and voted upon separately at the discretion of the Board. 

 
a) Approval of Minutes for January 3 and 24, 2022 & Closed Session Minutes 

for December 6, 2021 
b) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 
c) Emergency Management Mutual Aid Agreement 
d) Proclamation 2022-004 50th Anniversary of the Senior Nutrition Program 
e) Proclamation 2022-005 Black History Month 

    
Commissioner Sexton made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  

Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; 
Commissioner Walker and Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
PUBLIC FORUM: Mr. Jimmy Jones, Cardinal Lane, Roper talked about wanting to have 

Cardinal Lane paved.  He said he has brought papers for Chair Johnson so a meeting can be 
scheduled to talk about this.   

 
 RECESSED PUBLIC HEARING:  RE-WRITTEN LAND USE PLAN:  Chair Johnson called 
to order the recessed public hearing on the re-written Land Use Plan.   Commissioner Sexton asked 
Mr. Pittman did the whole plan change.  Mr. Pittman said the previous plan was 160 pages and now it is 
20 pages and that the majority of it did change, that’s why there was not a highlighted version that 
showed the changes.  Chair Johnson asked Mr. Potter if the Board needs to make a motion to replace the 
current Land Use Plan with the one presented here.  Mr. Potter said yes.  Commissioner Keyes said that 
she was familiar with the previous plan and can see what changes were made. 
 
 



 

 Commissioner Keyes made the motion to close the recessed public hearing on the re-
written Land Use Plan.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll 
call:  Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; 
Commissioner Walker and Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Keyes made the motion to approve the re-written Land Use Plan.  
Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner 
Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Walker and 
Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 DEPARTMENTAL PRESENTATION:  DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES (DSS):  Mr. 
Clifton Hardison, DSS Director and Ms. Lynn Swett, DSS Deputy Director gave the following 
presentation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
  
  
 
 Commissioner Keyes commended the DSS staff for all the work they do.  Mr. Hardison said they 
are very dedicated staff.  Commissioner Phelps said after serving on the DSS Board, most folks don’t 
see what DSS does and how underappreciated the DSS.  Thank you, DSS, for what you do.   
 
 Commissioner Keyes made the motion to approve the requested reclassification in 
Permanency Planning.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll 
call:  Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; 
Commissioner Walker and Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT:   Ms. Sherri Wilkins, Tax Office Administrator submitted the 
information below on the Unpaid 2020 Taxes that are Liens on Real Property to the Commissioner’s in 
their Agenda Package.  Ms. Wilkins was unable to attend the meeting tonight. Ms. Bennett, Clerk to the 
Board spoke on Ms. Wilkins’s behalf. 
 



 

 
 

Notes from Ms. Wilkins’ are as follows: 
 
“In accordance with NCGS 105-369(a) the following represents the total of unpaid 2021 

taxes that are liens on Real Property as of January 31, 2022 - $786,175.86.   
 

In accordance with NCGS 105-369 (b1) letters will be mailed the week of March 7th to 
notify the taxpayers of their delinquencies and that the delinquent taxes will be advertised in 
April.  

 
The letters will include the Debt Set-off information and the Notice of Lien Advertisement 

information (also referred to as the 2nd Notice letter).  The taxes have to be delinquent 60 days to 
send the Debt Set-off letter (the date of delinquency is January 6th) so the letters will be mailed in 
March. After we advertise the delinquent taxes in April, we can refer the 2021 delinquent 
amounts for foreclosure.   



 

 
Our Delinquent Tax Coordinator/Deputy Tax Collector, Darlene Harrison, has already 

started wage garnishments and bank attachments on the delinquent amounts.  These enforced 
collections can begin on the date of delinquency.    
 

Taxpayers are contacting our office to set up monthly payments.  We are setting up 
payment agreements to have the taxes paid by June 2022.  If they default on their monthly 
payment we will enforce collections through the wage garnishment, bank attachment or 
foreclosure.”  
 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to allow the Tax Administrator to advertise 
unpaid 2021 taxes that are liens on real property; pursuant to NCGS105-369(a). 
Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Sexton yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; 
Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Johnson, yea. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 APPROVAL OF BUDGET GUIDELINES: Mr. Potter spoke to the Board regarding the 
Budget Guidelines (shown below) for this budget year and will present them to the Department 
Heads Wednesday at the Department Head Meeting. 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve the budget guidelines. 
Commissioner Walker seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Sexton yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; 
Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Johnson, yea. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
 



 

 BOARDS & COMMITTEES:  Ms. Bennett noted the following requests for 
appointments/re-appointments 
 
Senior Center Advisory Council 
 
The Senior Center Advisory Council is recommending to appoint two new members (replacing 
two that were no longer qualified). The Council recommended Ms. Sharon McNair and Mrs. 
Jean Spruill. 
 
Both have agreed to serve if appointed. 
 
Planning Board 
 
The Planning Board is recommending to re-appoint Ms. Bunny Sanders and Ms. Mary Barnes. 
 
Both have agreed to serve if re-appointed. 
 
Trillium Advisory Board 
 
The Trillium Advisory Board is recommending appointing Ms. Miranda Keel, MTW Health 
Department, to replace Ms. Kirsten Beasley who is moving out of state and will no longer be 
able to serve on this Board. 
 
Ms. Keel has agreed to serve if appointed. 
 
 Commissioner Keyes made the motion to approve the appointments/re-appointments as 
presented above.   Commissioner Sexton seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner 
Walker and Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:   Ms. Dixon went over the budget transfers and budget 
amendments that were in the Commissioners’ package. Commissioner Sexton said it looks like 
inflation is hitting us.  Ms. Dixon agreed with Commissioner Sexton.  Commissioner Sexton also 
asked if the County’s budget will be able to handle it.  Mr. Potter said yes, since the County does 
have a healthy fund balance. Chair Johnson asked about Detention and Ms. Dixon said their 
budget looks ok.  Ms. Dixon said she is going to look at again, but feels that it’s doing ok. A 
couple of small items were flagged but Mr. Potter and Ms. Dixon are looking into those…mostly 
reimbursement issues. 

 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
  
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the budget transfers/amendments 

as presented.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; 
Commissioner Walker and Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 

 OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIR, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER/ COUNTY 
ATTORNEY OR CLERK:   
  
 Ms. Bennett stated she will be attending (in person) the NC Association of County Clerks Annual 
Conference being held in Cabarrus County, March 15-18, 2022.   
 
  Chair Johnson said she will be attending the NACo Legislative Conference in Washington, DC 
later this month.  She also said she has been tasked with finding information on Uniform Guidelines 
dealing with the ARPA funding.  Chair Johnson said she also received a call from NACo to chair their 
Nominating Committee.  She has done that for 3 years. She will get to attend the Conference without using 
County funds and hopefully will come back with information that will help our County. 
 

At 7:00 PM with no further business to discuss, Commissioner Sexton made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Walker seconded.  Commissioner Sexton; yea; 
Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea; Commissioner Walker and 
Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
              Tracey A. Johnson                 Julie J. Bennett, CMC, NCMCC 

             Chair              Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 


