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December 6, 2021 
 

 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Monday, 
December 6, 2021 at 6:00 PM by using ZOOM—virtual meeting software (due to the COVID-19 
pandemic) for Facebook Live Streaming in the Commissioners’ Room, 116 Adams Street, 
Plymouth, NC.  Commissioners Tracey A. Johnson, Ann C. Keyes, Carol V. Phelps and Julius 
Walker, Jr. were present in person and Commissioner William R. “Bill” Sexton, Jr. joined by 
ZOOM.  Also present were County Manager/County Attorney Curtis Potter and Clerk to the 
Board Julie J. Bennett.  County Finance Officer Missy Dixon was unable to attend as she was 
away on County business. 
 

County Manager Potter called the December 6, 2021 meeting to order and stated that this 
is the Board’s annual organizational meeting. 
 
 ELECTION OF CHAIR:  County Manager Potter called for nominations for Chair of the 
Washington County Board of Commissioners for 2021-2022.  Commissioner Walker 
nominated Commissioner Johnson.  Commissioner Keyes seconded.  County Manager 
Potter proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Johnson, 
yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker and Commissioner Keyes.  Motion 
carried unanimously. County Manager Potter handed over the gavel and congratulated 
Commissioner Johnson as Chair for 2021-2022.  Chair Johnson presided over the remainder of 
the meeting. 
 

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR:  Chair Johnson called for nominations for Vice-Chair of 
the Washington County Board of Commissioners for 2021-2022.  Commissioner Phelps 
nominated Commissioner Keyes as Vice-Chair.  Commissioner Walker seconded.  Chair 
Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, 
yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea and Commissioner Johnson, 
yea.  Motion carried unanimously.  Chair Johnson congratulated Commissioner Keyes as Vice-
Chair for 2021-2022. 
 
 Chair Johnson called on Commissioner Walker to give the invocation and Commissioner 
Phelps to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  None. 

 
 CONSENT AGENDA:  

Items listed under Consent are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may take action to 
approve/disapprove all items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld from a general action, 
to be discussed and voted upon separately at the discretion of the Board. 

 
a) Approval of Meeting Minutes from November 2, 2021and Closed Session 

Minutes from October 4, 2021 
b) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 
c) 2022 County Commissioners’ Meeting Schedule 
d) 2022 County Holiday Schedule 
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e) RESO 2021-027 to Request Appropriation of Additional State Funds to 
Reduce Impact of COVID-19 Related Family Expenses 

f) Records Retention & Disposition Schedule:  Program Records Schedule & 
General Records Schedule 

g) Draft FY2022-23 Budget Calendar 
h) Audit Contract 

    
Commissioner Walker seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  

Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea and Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 PUBLIC FORUM: Mr. Jimmy Jones, Cardinal Lane, Plymouth, talked about things in Plymouth 
and again about his road. Mr. Jones said he wants a meeting with Senator Erica Smith.  Chair Johnson 
said Senator Smith is no longer the Senator for Washington County. Washington County’s Senator is 
Bob Steinburg.  Chair Johnson said she will talk with Mr. Jones at a later date. 
 
 Mr. Jack Sheets, Cardinal Lane, said that Steinburg said to everyone in church that these folks 
have too much proof that the road (Cardinal Lane) was there in 1974.  Mr. Sheets said he even talked 
with Mr. Moran from DOT (before he retired). People that live here need their roads taken care of.  
People in his neighborhood take care of their homes, lawns and have pride in their area. Things can be 
proved by looking at the cemetery headstones.  Why doesn’t anybody care about the folks who live 
here? 
 
 Chair Johnson thanked him for coming in and will be talking with them. 
 
 EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER:   Chair Johnson recognized Ms. Darlene Harrison, 
Delinquent Tax Coordinator as the Employee of the Quarter. 
 
 AUDIT SUMMARY & DRAFT AUDIT REPORT:  Ms. Brandy Turbeville, TPSA spoke 
to the Commissioners’ via ZOOM and gave the Audit Summary below. 
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Chair Johnson asked what GASB stands for.  Ms. Turbeville said it stands for 
Government Accounting Standards. 
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 Chair Johnson thanked Ms. Turbeville for the presentation.  Chair Johnson stated that 
there was no action to be taken by the Board at this time. 
 
 DEPARTMENT INFORMATION UPDATE:  GIS/MAPPING:  Mr. Harry White, GIS/Mapping 
Coordinator gave an overview and examples of what he does in his job.  
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Vice-Chair Keyes also mentioned that GIS helps Emergency Management.  Chair 

Johnson thanked Mr. White for his presentation. 
 
 EMPLOYEE SERVICE AWARDS:   Mr. Curtis Potter, CM/CA gave the following presentation 
on the employees who are receiving their service awards this year. Awards and certificates will be 
distributed later this week by their Department Heads.  
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 Mr. Potter said the County will be giving gift cards to all employees in lieu of an appreciation 
luncheon due to COVID-19.    
 
 Chair Johnson thanked all the employees for their service.  
 
 Chair Johnson said she thinks that the County needs to recognize all of our long term 
Commissioners. 
  

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:   Ms. Dixon went over the budget transfers and budget 
amendments that were in the Commissioners’ package.   
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 Chair Johnson said she would like Mr. Hardison, DSS Director, to come in and explain some of 
the Board’s questions on some DSS line items. 
 
 Commissioner Sexton asked for an explanation on BA#2022-033.  Mr. Potter explained that new 
GASB rules require that DSS set up Trust Fund Accounts. 
 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the budget transfers/amendments 
as presented.  Commissioner Keyes seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  
Commissioner Sexton, yea; Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea and Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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 OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIR, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER/ COUNTY 
ATTORNEY OR CLERK:   
 
 Ms. Bennett went over remaining parades information. She will find out exactly where the line-ups 
will be starting. 
  

Plymouth Parade & Marketplace 
Thursday, December 9, 2021 
5:30 pm parade begins 
4:00 PM – 8:00 PM the Christmas Marketplace at the Bear Towne Market 
 

 
Creswell Christmas Parade 
Saturday, December 11, 2021 
Line-up @ 2:30 PM and start at 3:00 PM  
 
 

Commissioner Keyes said has been very involved in various community activities. 
 
Commissioner Phelps asked Mr. Potter about Veterans Field.  Mr. Potter said he hasn’t 

received any new information. 
 

Chair Johnson said she attended the NACo conference this past weekend. Their report on 
broadband develop was presented and is very important to rural counties. Chair Johnson stated 
that if she is re-elected she would like to form a broadband task force to bring broadband to our 
County. Chair Johnson said she will be getting the report to the Commissioners. 

 
Ms. Bennett also mentioned the following items:  
 
 DSS Annual Report for the Community Child Protection Team (CCPT) 
DSS is required to submit this report to the Commissioners.  This is for info only.   No 
budget impact and no action to be taken. 
 
 MTW Annual Report for the Child Fatality Protection Team (CFPT). 
MTW is required to submit this report to the Commissioners.  This is for info only.   No 
budget impact and no action to be taken. 

  
 Commissioner’s Seats on Boards & Committees 
This time of year is when the Board takes the opportunity to change up who serves on 
certain Boards for the upcoming year.  This will come back before the Board in January 
for approval after changes (if any) are made. 

  
 Ms. Bennett said Mr. Potter will speak about LOST Referendum, Mr. Curtis Potter, 

CM/CA 
 

Mr. Potter said a resolution for putting the LOST Referendum needs to be generated 
to put this item on the ballot whether it is for the primary or general election.  Mr. Potter 
asked for the Board’s guidance. 
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Chair Johnson read Mr. Pittman’s notice (as the Fire Marshal) regarding the burn ban. 
(Shown below.) 
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Mr. Potter asked Ms. Collier to update the Board on the Citizens Academy next week on 
Monday 6:00 pm, December 13 on GIS and Board of Elections.  Ms. Collier also mentioned she 
is handling the County’s holiday service project—which is collecting gifts for Santa for Seniors. 
 
 Commissioner Sexton asked to speak and he let it be known that he will not run for re-election in 
2022.   
 
“To the citizens of Washington County:  
 
It has been a privilege for the last 20+ years serving you. Over the years we have been faced with many 
different scenarios and I am proud of how we have always worked together to have the best possible 
outcomes. With that being said I am very proud of where we stand in the county today. I am informing 
everyone today that going forward I will not be seeking re-election. This decision was hard however with 
my fellow board members I am certain they will continue to work hard for the residents of Washington 
County! Thank you for all your support over the years!” 
 
 Chair Johnson said the Board really has appreciated Commissioner Sexton’s service over the years.  
Commissioner Keyes noted that she has worked with Commissioner Sexton for the 20 years he’s been a 
Commissioner and appreciates all he has done for this County. 
 
 Mr. Potter mentioned that on the Budget Calendar for FY23, he has scheduled a Budget Planning 
Workshop for January 24, 2022.  The consensus of the Board was to have the meeting on Monday, 
January 24, 2022 at 4:00 PM in the Commissioners’ Room. 
 
 Commissioner Sexton made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to NCGS 
§143-318.11(a)(3) (attorney-client privilege) and  §143-318.11(a)(6) (personnel).  Commissioner 
Keyes seconded.  Chair Johnson proceeded with the roll call:  Commissioner Sexton, yea; 
Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; Commissioner Keyes, yea and 
Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Back in Open Session, Mr. Richard Livingston, LFNC Fellow, joined the meeting to let 
the Commissioner’s know that he needed a Commissioner to take Commissioner Sexton’s place 
on the discussions regarding VUR (distressed water system).  He explained that it is a time 
commitment—6 hours total of on-line training workshop and quizzes also.  Commissioner Keyes 
already agreed to be one of the Commissioners. (Two are needed.) Mr. Livingston stated the 
training could be done in the Commissioner’s Room.  Commissioner Phelps agreed to be the 
other Commissioner as long as the training is held in the Commissioners’ Room. 
 

At 7:45 PM, with no further business to discuss, Commissioner Walker made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Commissioner Sexton (was 
already disconnected); Commissioner Phelps, yea; Commissioner Walker, yea; 
Commissioner Keyes, yea and Commissioner Johnson, yea.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
              Tracey A. Johnson                 Julie J. Bennett, CMC, NCMCC 

             Chair              Clerk to the Board 
 
 


