
        

 
 

November 5, 2018 
 

 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular session on Monday, 
November 5, 2018 at 4:30 PM at the Cooperative Extension Conference Room located at 128 E. 
Water Street, Plymouth, NC.  Commissioners Johnson, Phelps, Riddick, Sexton and Walker were 
present.  Also present were County Manager/Attorney Curtis Potter, Clerk to the Board Julie J. 
Bennett and Finance Officer Missy Dixon.   
 

At 4:30 PM, the Board attended a “Report to the People” presentation by Cooperative 
Extension in the Cooperative Extension Conference Room followed by dinner.  
 

 Chair Johnson called the Commissioner’s meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  Commissioner 
Sexton gave the invocation.  Mr. Curtis Potter, County Manager, led the pledge of allegiance.  

 
 ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  Additions / Deletions:  

            Addition:  10 a) Utility Relocation Agreements:  Cherry Bridge, 
Mr. Curtis Potter  

 
 CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda: 

a) Approval of Minutes 
b) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 
c) Veterans Day 2018 Resolution 
d) Riverlight Transit Drug and Alcohol Abuse Programs 
e) Voting Delegate for 2019 Legislative Goals Conference 
f) Surplus Declaration 

 
Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 
 PUBLIC FORUM:  None. 
 
 PUBLIC HEARING:  FY2020 COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
APPLICATION:   Commissioner Phelps made a motion to open the Public Hearing on the FY2020 
Community Transportation Program Application.  Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion 
carried unanimously.  Ms. Zina Rhodes, DSS Transportation Supervisor spoke to the Commissioners 
about the information they received in their Board package. 
 
 Commissioner Walker asked why a CDL isn’t required for the operators of these vehicles.  Ms. 
Rhodes said a CDL is required for vehicles that hold 16 passengers and these vehicles hold 12 
passengers. Mr. Lloyd Jones, citizen from Roper, asked why vehicles are being replaced. Ms. Rhodes 
said they are required to replace them at a certain mileage so they safely carry passengers.  
Commissioner Sexton asked why the Sheriff’s Department isn’t involved with transportation that 
involve child abuse cases.  Ms. Rhodes explained that DSS uses DSS transportation vehicles to get the 
child to another relative (out of the county/state if necessary) to a safer place and alleviate the crisis. 
 
 Commissioner Phelps made a motion to close the Public Hearing. Commissioner Riddick 
seconded, motion carried unanimously.   

 



        

Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve the FY2020 Community Transportation 
Program Application.  Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously.   

 
Ms. Rhodes stated that she needs a motion to change the authorized official on the FY2020 

Community Transportation Program documents from the Board Chair to the County Manager.  
Commissioner Sexton said that he was not sure he would go along with that.  Mr. Potter explained that 
to save time when changes need to be made, they would be made more efficiently if the County 
Manager could sign the documents.  Mr. Potter went on to say that it is difficult to keep the Board 
Chair’s name current in the NCDOT system, therefore many documents arrive for signature from a 
previous Chair and not the current one.  By having the County Manager be the authorized official on 
these documents, signatures can be obtained in a more efficient manner without having to continually 
return documents to NCDOT for revision of the Board Chair. These documents will still come before 
the Board for the initial approval.    
 

 Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve changing the authorized official on the 
FY2020 Community Transportation Program documents from the Board Chair to the County 
Manager.  Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously.   
 
 PUBLIC HEARING:  NAMING OF A PRIVATE ROAD:  Commissioner Phelps made a 
motion to open the Public Hearing on the  Naming of a Private Road.  Commissioner Riddick 
seconded, motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Harry White, GIS Director, spoke to the Commissioners. 
Mr. Wade Wright called to get his address put in the system so he can get his mail from Tyrrell County 
but the naming of the road comes from Washington County.  Mr.  Lloyd Jones, citizen, asked why 
Tyrrell County is mentioned in our meeting.  Mr. White explained it is because the road runs through 
Washington County and Tyrrell County. 
 

 Commissioner Riddick made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Commissioner Phelps 
seconded, motion carried unanimously.   
 

Commissioner Riddick made a motion to approve the naming of a private road—Magnolia 
Cross Road Extension in Creswell (Lake Phelps). Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
 PUBLIC HEARING:  USDA FUNDING FOR AMBULANCES:  Commissioner Sexton made 
a motion to open the Public Hearing on the USDA Funding for Ambulances.  Commissioner 
Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Curtis Potter spoke to the Commissioners 
regarding the information below. 
 



        

 



        

 



        

 
 



        

 
 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 
 



        

 
 



        

 
 



        

 
 Commissioner Phelps made a motion to close the Public Hearing. Commissioner Sexton 
seconded, motion carried unanimously.   
 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to authorize the County Manager to proceed 
with the preparation and submission of a final application and supporting documents to 
finance the purchase of EMS vehicles/equipment in the quantity and type determined 
necessary and desirable by the County Manager, with input from EMS leadership and 



        

Tyrrell County.   Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously.   
 

 WASHINGTON COUNTY CHILD FATALITY REPORT 2017:   Mr. Wes Gray, MTW 
Health Department Director gave the following report. 

 
 
 



        

 
 COMMUNITY CHILD PROTECTION TEAM ANNUAL REPORT:   Ms. Luenetta Lewis, 
DSS, Children Services Supervisor III, gave the following report. 
 

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 
GRAVE REMOVAL REQUEST AND POLICY:  Mr. Potter spoke to the Board on this 

item. 
 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 
 Mr. Gray stated that he will take this information to his Board for approval and set a fee for this 
service.  Commissioner Phelps asked if this means that the MTW Board will set the fee, not the Board of 
Commissioners.  Mr. Potter said yes, the MTW Board will set the fee. 
 
 Ms. Keyes asked to address the Board.  Ms. Keyes stated that any property that has more than 
one (1) grave is considered a cemetery.  Ms. Keyes asked the Commissioners to instruct the Planning 
Board to make recommendations on upgrading zoning issues such as this.  
 
 Commissioner Phelps made a motion for Ms. Keyes to look into upgrading zoning issues 
such as this and bring back to the Board. Commissioner Riddick seconded.  Chair Johnson asked 
Ms. Keyes to include Mr. Gray in those meetings. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve and adopt the aforementioned 
Resolution Establishing Grave Disinterment, Removal and Reinterment Policy & appoint 



        

the MTW Health Department Director to supervise & direct related activities.  
Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

  
PARALLEL TAXIWAY CONTRACT AWARD:  Mr. Potter spoke to the Board on this 

item.  
 

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 
 

Commissioner Phelps said that if he understands correctly, the County will be giving up 
$600,000 to get $6.4M equaling the $7M.  Mr. Potter said that is correct. 

 
Commissioner Sexton made a motion to do the following:  
1. Approve  the relinquishment of NPE funds as described within the email from Ron 

McCollum dated 10/25/18  



        

 
2. Approve the contingent award of the construction contract to Barnhill Contracting 
Company as the lowest responsible responsive bidder subject to the following 
conditions being met:  

 
a. Receipt of written confirmation from the appropriate state/federal authority 
committing enough sufficient funds in total to cover the total bid contract price; and  

 
b. Management’s satisfaction and final approval with the terms and conditions of 
the proposed construction contract and any other supplemental information 
requested from Barnhill, AVCON, or the NCDOT Division of Aviation deemed 
necessary or desirable in Management’s opinion.  

 
3. Authorize the County Manager and/or Finance Officer upon satisfaction of the 
foregoing contingencies to execute any and all necessary documents related to awarding 
the contract as described herein, including without limitation the proposed construction 
contract.  

 
4. Authorize the County Manager to approve any change orders that may be requested 
by the contractor without further approval being required of the Board of 
Commissioners if such change orders are within the overall project budget.  

 
Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 
 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY:  Mr. Potter spoke to the Commissioners on this item. 
 



        

 
 



        

 



        

 
 
Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve and adopt the Conflict of Interest 

Policy as presented above.  Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

UTILITY RELOCATION AGREEMENTS: CHERRY BRIDGE:   Mr. Potter spoke to 
the Board on this item.  

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 
Commissioner Phelps asked if there is a timeline on this project.  Mr. Doremus Luton 

said not yet but he will try to get one.  Mr. Luton said he wants it done as quickly as possible so 
the lines don’t freeze as the weather starts turning colder. 

 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to do the following:   

  
1. Approve all three of the attached agreements and the attached budget 

amendment:  
a. EJCDC E-500, Agreement Between Owner and Engineer for Professional 

Services;  
b. Utility Preliminary Engineering Agreement 44614;  
c. Utility Relocation Agreement 44614 
d. Budget Amendment BA2019-030 

 
2. Declare that the damaged utility line constitutes and should be treated for 

contracting/bidding purposes as a bona fide emergency 
 
3. Authorize Management to execute the specific agreements referenced above (as 

may be modified for the additional benefit of Washington County) together with 
any additional instruments reasonably required to facilitate the relocation of the 
utilities described therein, and to obtain full reimbursement for the costs thereof 
from the NC Department of Transportation, to be executed on behalf of 



        

Washington County and delivered to any and all appropriate parties.  Such 
additional instruments may include without limitation any change orders for the 
project which do not exceed its budgeted scope. 

 
Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
BOARDS & COMMITTEES: Ms. Bennett spoke to the Board about the following 

committee appointment. 
 

 Albemarle Commission:  Washington County Joint Community Advisory Committee 
 
 Ms. Julie Phelps has completed the Advisory Committee Training required by  GS 131D-32 
and has been designated by the Office of the State Ombudsman to serve as a member of the Washington 
County Joint Community Advisory Committee for a one year term.  The Albemarle Commission Area 
Agency on Agency has requested that the Washington County Board of Commissioners appoint Ms. 
Phelps to serve on this committee. Ms. Phelps has agreed to serve if appointed.    
 
 The Commissioners asked Ms. Bennett to send them information about how these members are 
chosen. 

 
Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve the appointment of Ms. Julie 

Phelps as presented above.  Commissioner Sexton seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:   Ms. Dixon went over the following budget 
amendments and her report that was in the Commissioners’ package.   



        

 



        

 



        

 



        

 
 



        

 



        

 



        

 
Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve BA#2019-022, BA#2019-023, 

BA#2019-024, BA#2019-025, BA#2019-026 and BA#2019-27 .  Commissioner Walker 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIR, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER, COUNTY 
MANAGER/COUNTY ATTORNEY OR CLERK:   

 
Commissioner Phelps stated that tomorrow is Election Day.  The polls are open from 

6:30 AM to 7:30 PM.  There are critical races on the ballot. Get out early and vote. Exercise your 
right to vote. 

 
Ms. Bennett noted that she and Mr. Potter had a conference call with the staff at CGI.  

They are the ones that will be doing a free video for the County in an effort to promote economic 
development. 

 
 



        

Mr. Potter said the tentative date for the Employee’s Christmas luncheon is Tuesday, 
December 11 at the Vernon James Center.  Mr. Potter’s intent is to request funds for the event at 
the next meeting.  The budget for this event has been $1,500 for a number of years and once the 
fee for the location and food are factored in, there is no money left in this fund.  If the Board has 
any thoughts on this, please contact Mr. Potter.   Commissioner Phelps asked are we including 
DSS and the MTW Health Department.  Mr. Potter said DSS has been included in the past, and 
the MTW Health Department usually does their own. Mr. Potter said he will send the Board the  
survey feedback after giving it to the Department Heads at their meeting on Wednesday, 
November 7. Mr. Potter did note that one change will be no soliciting for door prizes.  

 
 Commissioner Phelps made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to NCGS 

§143-318.11(a)(6) (personnel) & NCGS §143-318.11(a)(3) (attorney-client privilege). 
Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Back in Open Session at 7:30 PM, with no further business to discuss, Commissioner 
Riddick made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Walker seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 

          Julie J. Bennett, CMC, NCCCC 
         Chair        Clerk to the Board    

 


