
     

 
 

October 1, 2018 
 

 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular session on Monday, 
October 1, 2018 at 6:00 PM at the Commissioners’ Room, 116 Adams Street, Plymouth, NC.   
Commissioners Johnson, Phelps, Riddick, Sexton and Walker were present.  Also present were 
County Manager/Attorney Curtis Potter and Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett and Finance 
Officer Missy Dixon. 
 

 Chair Johnson called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Sexton gave the invocation; 
Mr. Curtis Potter led the pledge of allegiance.  

 
 ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  Additions / Deletions:  

Deletion:  Closed Session per Commissioner Phelps 
Addition:  8A BA #2019-20 Medicaid Audit Engagement, Mr. 
Curtis Potter/Ms. Missy Dixon 

            Addition:  8B BA #2019-21Change Order on Bridge Replacement 
Project, Mr. Curtis Potter/Ms. Missy Dixon 

 
 CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda: 

a) Approval of Minutes 
b) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 
c) Resolution for Approving Water Shortage Response Plan 
d) Proclamation for National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
e) Residents’ Rights Proclamation 

 
Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 
 PUBLIC FORUM:  Ms. Paulique Horton, Creswell, told the Board and the public that her 
business can offer different plans for citizens in Washington County who need Medicare.  Please 
call 252-619-3504 to have direct access to Ms. Horton.  
 
 Ms. Ann Keyes, 509 East Main Street, Plymouth, Emergency Management Director, 
personally thanked Chair Johnson and Mr. Potter for their assistance in the EOC and also 
thanked her EOC staff.  Washington County was blessed and highly favored during Hurricane 
Florence.  She also thanked Mr. Luton, Ms. Dixon, Ms. Bennett, Ms. Barnes and Ms. Prinsloo. 
Ms. Keyes noted that Commissioner Riddick assisted at the shelter.  Ms. Keyes said that since 
Washington County fared well, we helped other counties that were not as fortunate.  Ms. Keyes 
also spoke about mosquito control and said she is working with Mr. Wes Gray, MTW Health 
Department Director, on this issue. 
 
 Mr. Wes Gray, MTW Health Department Director, talked about mosquitos.  The County 
received one machine to gather info for FEMA.  The MTW Health Department has had it since 
September 1. It was turned off during the hurricane, but collected over 2200 data points.  It also 
showed that the most active time for mosquitos is usually from 8:00 pm -10:00 pm.  That’s when 
they need to be sprayed.  Mr. Gray moved the machine to Creswell, and went from catching 25 
to 95 mosquitos a day after the hurricane.  FEMA will use the data to allocate money to counties 
who have a mosquito problem (but aren’t declared disaster areas).  Commissioner Sexton asked 



     

about Washington County being eligible for FEMA funds because Washington County is next to 
a County that was declared a disaster area.  Ms. Keyes said Washington County didn’t meet the 
threshold.  Commissioner Sexton asked what about crops lost.  Ms. Keyes said funds for crops 
that were destroyed would come from a different organization.  These mosquitos carry the West 
Nile virus and encephalitis.  Mr. Gray also reminded everyone to get their flu shot in October.  
MTW will have a drive thru flu shot clinics at the Plymouth Volunteer Fire Department October 
17 from 4:00 pm -7:00 pm.  
 

EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER:  Chair Johnson congratulated Ms. Renee Collier, 
Senior Center Administrative Assistant as the September Employee of the Quarter.  Ms. Collier 
received a check for $50 and a certificate and will have her picture posted on the Employee of 
the Quarter Board in the County’s Administration Building and will be considered for the 
Employee of the Year. 
 
 ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS:  Mr. Curtis Potter, CM/CA spoke on the following items. 

 
a) USDA Legal Services Agreement regarding an Ambulance Loan  

 



     

 

 
 



     

Mr. Potter stated that he will have a public hearing on this at the November 5, 2018 
Board of Commissioners meeting.  The County could be eligible up to $50,000 in grant money. 
Mr. Potter also pointed out that there is a typo in the resolution—it should be 2018 not 2001. He 
will get that changed. 

 
Commissioner Riddick made a motion to approve the USDA Legal Services 

Agreement regarding an Ambulance Loan.  Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
 
b) Resolution/MOU Approving Interlocal Agreement to Provide Building Inspector 

Services 
 

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 
Mr. Potter stated that this document is coming back before the Board after discussions 

with Tyrrell County.  Washington County added that we will be paying $.50 per mile from where 
the inspector leaves to come to Washington County and we raised the rate of pay to $33.65/hr. 
retroactive to July 2018.  The terms of the contract are $10,000 per term (annually) and it runs 
from March to March of each year.  Ms. Keyes said the County does have another inspector we 
pay $45/hr.  Commissioner Phelps asked if we pay him mileage.  Ms. Keyes said no.  

 
 Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the changes made in the 
Resolution/MOU Approving Interlocal Agreement to Provide Building Inspector Services.  
Commissioner Walker seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

c) Resolution Adding Uniform Guidance Requirements to Purchasing Policy 



     

 

 
Mr. Potter explained that new requirements added from the federal government are the 

reason for adding these requirements into Washington County’s Purchasing Policy.  These 
requirements would pertain to Washington County if we were using USDA funds or applying for 



     

a CDBG program or if we received FEMA reimbursement.  These are just examples.  These 
requirements started 4 years ago, but the implementation of them is just now taking place. 

 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve the Resolution Incorporating 

Federal Uniform Guidance Requirements into the Washington County Purchasing Policy.  
Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
 BPP PENALTY RELEASE REQUEST—H&L LOGGING, INC.:  Ms. Bennett, Clerk to 

the Board spoke on behalf of Ms. Wilkins who was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  Please see 
the BPP Penalty Release Request from H&L Logging, Inc. below.  Ms. Wilkins recommends the 
Board approving this BPP Penalty Release Request as written below. 
 

 
Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the BPP Penalty Release Request 

from H&L Logging, Inc. as presented above.  Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion 
carried unanimously. 



     

  
 UPDATED RIVERLIGHT TRANSIT DOCUMENTS:  Ms. Zina Rhodes, DSS Transportation 
Supervisor spoke to the Board on the following documents.   

 
 Conflict of Interest Policy—Ms. Rhodes said that each year, DSS has to update some of their 

policies for NCDOT and have them signed off by the County Board of Commissioners.  The 
following Conflict of Interest Policy had no changes. 
 

 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve the Riverlight Transit Conflict of 

Interest Policy. Commissioner Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Title VI Plan —Ms. Rhodes also presented the Title VI Plan and noted that updates were made 

on pages 1, 8, 14, 16-30. 
 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 
 



     

 
 



     

 



     

 



     

 
 



     

 



     

 
 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 
Commissioner Riddick made a motion to approve the updated Title VI Plan for 

Riverlight Transit.  Commissioner Walker seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

ROAP GRANT APPLICATION: Ms. Zina Rhodes, DSS Transportation Supervisor 
spoke to the Board regarding the ROAP Grant Application. Ms. Rhodes attended the Travel 
Advisory Board meeting in September.  This is part of the process for applying for the ROAP 
Grant.  

 



     

 



     



     

 
 



     

 
 



     

 
 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 
 
 
Commissioner Phelps said he has heard concerns about when citizens can purchase the 

tickets for transportation to Creswell Primary Care.  Ms. Rhodes said citizens traveling to 
Creswell Primary Care get discounted tickets.  Ms. Rhodes said she is trying to help Creswell 
Primary Care increase their clientele.   The ticket to travel within the County is $1.00.  
Commissioner Phelps asked if there were many residents using Riverlight Transit.  Ms. Rhodes 
said not really.  Commissioner Phelps said maybe better marketing is needed.  

 
Commissioner Riddick made a motion to approve the ROAP Grant Application for 

FY2019.  Commissioner Walker seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
   

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:   Ms. Dixon went over the budget amendment and her 
report that was in the Commissioners’ package.   



     

 
 
Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve BA#2019-19.  Commissioner 

Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Potter said the County does have some over-extended budgets due to the Hurricane. 

Finance is working to straighten that out.  Since Washington County hasn’t been declared a 
disaster county, we may have to eat that cost. 
 

Mr. Potter said that sales tax collection is below what was anticipated.  Mr. Potter said he 
feels that has to do with the Hurricane and the decrease in beach traffic. 

 
Mr. Potter spoke to the Board about BA #2019-20 Medicaid Audit Engagement (below). 

Mr. Potter said this is an unfunded mandate that is handed down to counties and it is related to changes 
made as to how the Medicaid program is audited.  Washington County may have to pay our auditing 



     

company an additional $12,000 - $15,000.   Just for your information, Tyrrell County has had to pay an 
additional $10,000. 
 

 



     

 



     

 



     

 
 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 
 
Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve_BA#2019-20 Medicaid Audit 

Engagement, to authorize staff to execute engagement letter changes, and to authorize the 
Chair to amend the contract with the auditors to incorporate those changes.  Commissioner 
Riddick seconded, motion carried unanimously. 



     

Mr. Potter spoke to the Board regarding BA #2019-21Change Order on Bridge 
Replacement Project (below).  Mr. Potter said this could be an unfunded mandate as well.  The 
County may not get reimbursed for the previous budget amount. We are still within the project 
amount.   

 

 



     

 



     

 
 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 



     

 
 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve_BA#2019-21 Change Order on 
Bridge Replacement Project as presented above.  Commissioner Walker seconded.  
Discussion ensued.  Commissioner Phelps asked the reason for these costs.  Mr. Potter said DOT 
fired engineers and passed the cost on to the County. The costs have exceeded the increase.  Mr. 
Luton, Public Utilities Director told the Board that the type of pipe they are using is a continuous 
pipe and DOT didn’t plan for that.  Commissioner Phelps asked how the County will know 
where these new pipes will be.  Will they be put in Mr. White’s GIS system?  Mr. Luton said the 
County will be provided with detailed blueprints.  Mr. Potter said that this may not be one of the 
things that GIS tracks.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 



     

OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIRPERSON, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER, 
ASSISTANT COUNTY MANAGER/ATTORNEY OR CLERK:   

 
Chair Johnson said some of the meetings she was scheduled to go to were cancelled due 

to the hurricane. 
 
Commissioner Phelps said early voting begins in 16 days.  Election Day is November 6.   

Please be educated when you vote. 
 
Chair Johnson mentioned that tomorrow night is the grand opening of D. Cole Phelps’ 

campaign headquarters on Hwy 64. 
 
Mr. Potter congratulated Ms. Keyes and her EOC team for all they did in prepping for the 

hurricane and during it. 
 
Mr. Potter stated that the County was awarded a grant from the FAA in the amount of 

$7,000,000 for the taxiway project at the Plymouth Municipal Airport.  Mr. Potter, Chair 
Johnson and Mr. Brabble, Airport Director traveled to Washington, DC for the award last week. 

 
Commissioner Riddick said she appreciated her experience working in Washington 

County’s shelter during Hurricane Florence.  She said someone was playing a guitar while there 
and she was able to cook and serve the people. 
  

At 6:59 PM, with no further business to discuss, Commissioner Riddick made a motion 
to adjourn.  Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 

Tracey A. Johnson       Julie J. Bennett, CMC, NCCCC 
         Chair        Clerk to the Board    

 


