
 

 
February 3, 2014 

 

 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular session on Monday, 

February 3, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Room, 116 Adams Street, Plymouth, NC.  

Commissioners Johnson, Manning, McCray, Phelps and Sexton were present.  Also present were 

County Manager Jerry W. Rhodes, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett, Finance Officer Frank 

Milazi and County Attorney Curtis Potter.   

 

Chair Johnson called for a motion to adjourn the January 6, 2014 Board of 

Commissioners meeting.  Commissioner Sexton made a motion to adjourn the January 6, 2014 

Board of Commissioners meeting.  Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously.   

 

Chair Johnson called the February 3, 2014 meeting to order.  Rev. Harry White gave the 

invocation; Commissioner Phelps led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  Additions under the Consent Agenda: 

1--Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 

 

Under Item 2 (Public Forum) 

2A--Tax Collector’s Report—Unpaid 2013 Taxes that are Liens on Real Property—January 31, 

2014 

2B—Letter of Support for NERSBA for USDA application for planning funds. 

 

Under Item 5 (CAFR Presentation) 

5A—2014-2015 Budget Calendar and Approval of Budget Guidelines 

 

And a Closed Session under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4) economic development and NCGS 143-

318.11(a)(3) attorney-client privilege. 

 

 Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve the additions to the agenda.  

Commissioner Manning seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the Consent 

Agenda as amended: 
a) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 

 

Commissioner McCray seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC FORUM:   

Jimmy Jones, 51 Cardinal Lane is still concerned about his road not being taken into the 

State’s secondary roads system. Chair Johnson said that he needs to take his proof to DOT. 

 



Chair Johnson wished Ms. Ann Keyes, our Emergency Management/Planning/Safety 

Director a Happy Birthday today!   

 

Ms. Ann Keyes thanked all the Emergency Responders, DOT and Mayor/County 

Manager for their assistance during the recent snowstorm. 

 

Lloyd Jones, Jr. Gourd Neck Road, thanked DOT for scraping his road during the storm. 

 

Bunny Sanders stated that she attended a meeting sponsored by the Chamber today 

regarding Economic Development.  She stated that she still has concerns regarding our support 

of Seymour Johnson AFB Land Use Study. 

 

County Manager Jerry Rhodes introduced Harry White as the County’s new GIS Director 

effective on February 10, 2014.   

 

TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT—UNPAID 2013 TAXES THAT ARE LIENS ON 

REAL PROPERTY AS OF JANUARY 31, 2014:  Ms. Sherri Wilkins, Tax Administrator, told 

the Board the unpaid 2013 taxes that are liens on real property as of January 31, 2014 are in the 

amount $942,535.34.  Commissioner Phelps asked what steps are being taken to collect these 

taxes.  Ms. Wilkins explained that the Tax Office is short staffed at this time and hopes this will 

change in the coming weeks so that the delinquent taxes can be pursued more aggressively in the 

near future.  Commissioner Phelps would like to see more aggressive steps taken to collect 

delinquent taxes. 

 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve Ms. Wilkins posting in the 

newspaper the unpaid 2013 taxes that are liens on real property as of January 31, 2014  in 

the amount of $942,535.34.  Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE NORTHEAST REGIONAL SCHOOL OF 

BIOTECHNOLOGY AND AGRISCIENCE (NERSBA) FOR USDA APPLICATION FOR 

PLANNING FUNDS:   County Manager Jerry Rhodes and Ms. Jean Woolard spoke to the 

Board about writing a letter in support of the proposal for planning funds through the US 

Department of Agriculture being submitted on behalf of the Northeast Regional School of 

Biotechnology and Agriscience (NERSBA).   Commissioner Phelps asked if there is any 

obligation to the County if the County supports this application.  Mr. Rhodes replied that there 

is no obligation to the County. 

 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the Board’s letter of support for 

NERSBA for USDA application for planning funds.  Commissioner Manning seconded, 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

  SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB LAND USE STUDY LETTER:  Chair Johnson and 

County Attorney Curtis Potter have worked together on a letter to send to Seymour Johnson 

regarding the AFB Land Use Study.   

 



Commissioner Phelps asked what ‘going to the table’ means.  Will the County be able have 

input?  Mr. Potter said the County’s representative will be there to gather information. The 

County representatives will probably not be allowed to be in the technical sessions.  

 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the letter of support for the 

Seymour Johnson AFB Land Use Study.   Commissioner Manning seconded.  
 

Commissioner Phelps stated that he has had several constituents contact him on this 

matter and he is not comfortable voting for this since it is unclear what part the County will play.     

 

Commissioner Sexton said he doesn’t know how the County will know what’s going on 

if the County doesn’t send a representative.  

 

Commissioner Manning is against anyone taking the County’s land or airspace but the 

County needs to be able to express the Board’s concerns by having representation.  

  

Motion carried 4 ayes to 1 nay. (Commissioner Phelps voted nay). 

 

Commissioner Sexton volunteered to attend the Seymour Johnson AFB Land Use Study 

(JLUS) meetings.  

 

Chair Johnson made a motion to appoint Commissioner Sexton to attend the 

Seymour Johnson AFB Land Use Study (JLUS) meetings.   Commissioner Manning 

seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Commissioner Sexton recommended that there be an alternate in case he is unable to 

make JLUS meeting. 

 

 Commissioner Sexton made a motion to appoint Commissioner Manning as an 

alternate to attend the Seymour Johnson AFB Land Use Study (JLUS) meetings.   

Commissioner McCray seconded, motion carried unanimously 

                                                                        
 REQUEST FOR CAPITAL FUNDS TRANSFER:  Lou Manring, Public Utilities 

Director, spoke to the Board and requested a capital funds transfer of $54,623 from the reserve 

fund to the capital fund for the phase II expansion of the landfill.  Mr. Manring explained there 

was an accounting mistake on his part. Commissioner Sexton asked Mr. Milazi if is this is 

correct.  Mr. Milazi explained that there is no reserve for water/landfill and that what Mr. 

Manring is requesting will be taken out of the general fund.  

 

 Commissioner Sexton made a motion approve Mr. Manring’s capital funds transfer 

request of $54,623 from the general fund for the phase II expansion of the landfill.  

Commissioner Manning seconded, motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

CAFR PRESENTATION:  Chris Burton, auditor from Carr, Riggs and Ingram spoke to 

the Board regarding the audit for 2012-2013.  



 

Mr. Burton stated that the audit was given a clean opinion---there was nothing materially 

wrong.  There was one operating transfer that didn’t balance.  This was just an oversight--no big 

deal whatsoever.  

 
 

 



 

 



 
Mr. Burton stated that there is a need to stress to the County Departments:  if you don’t 

have any budget left, don’t spend the money! 

 

Chair Johnson asked if the new software has helped functions in Finance.  Mr. Burton 

stated that he did the audit before the new software was installed. 

 

Lloyd Jones (citizen) asked if any money has been set aside for residents who don’t have 

County water.  Chair Johnson stated that is a question for Mr. Manring, Public Utilities Director.  

(Mr. Manring had already left the meeting.)   

 

 Commissioner Sexton made a motion approve the audit.  Commissioner Phelps 

seconded, motion passed unanimously. 

 

2014 – 2015 BUDGET CALENDAR AND APPROVAL OF BUDGET PREPARATION 

GUIDELINES:  Mr. Milazi presented the following budget calendar for the 2014 – 2015 budget 

and also asked the Commissioners for approval of the following budget preparation guidelines. 

 



 

 

 



WASHINGTON COUNTY 

 

2014 - 2015 BUDGET PREPARATION GUIDELINES 
 

 
 

 Attempt to maintain current service levels with no expansion or new services unless a 

revenue stream can be established to fund the expanded or new service 

 

 All mandated statutory funding requirements will be met 

 

 Reserve fund balance will be maintained at least at the approved minimum requirements 

as approved by resolution of the Washington County Commissioners 

 

 If there are any increases in spousal or family health and dental insurance coverage those 

increases will be passed on to employees  

 

 Attempt to not layoff or furlough employees 

 

 There will be no new positions created unless funded by grant, special appropriation or 

revenue generated funds 

 

 Only capital projects will be considered that relate to replacement or repair of facilities or 

equipment as needed for safety or operability of a facility or piece of equipment 

 

 Continue the collection of the 1 cent ($.01) county-wide drainage tax 

 

 

Adopted by: 

 

 

 

_____________________________________   __________________ 

      Tracey A. Johnson, Chair       Date 

Washington County Board of Commissioners    

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________   __________________     

Julie J. Bennett, CMC, NCCCC      Date 

     Clerk to the Board          

 



 Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the 2014 - 2015 Budget Calendar 

and approval of the Budget Preparation Guidelines.  Commissioner Phelps seconded., 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

ALBEMARLE COMMISSION:  ALBEMARLE REGIONAL BICYCLE PLAN:   Mr. 

Rhodes introduced Angela Welsh of the Albemarle Commission. She spoke to the Board 

regarding the Albemarle Regional Bicycle Plan and made the following presentation: 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Chair Johnson asked about the $18,000 for Water Street listed in the plan.  Ms. Welsh 

said this is just a conceptual plan so no money is needed now, but it will come from DOT (not 

the County).  Ms. Welsh will send a draft resolution to Mr. Rhodes so that the County can adopt 

it so the plan can be put in place while there is still money allocated to Washington County.  



 

 

BOARD & COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:   

 

Fire Commission 

 

The Fire Commission has asked the Board to make the following appointments to the Fire 

Commission. 

 

Members:     Alternates: 

 

Ron Ambrose (re-appointment)  Carl Spruill (re-appointment) 

Joey Thompson (new appointment)  Timmie Miller (new appointment) 

Mike Jones (re-appointment)   Bill Overton (re-appointment) 

Dwight Davenport (re-appointment)  B.J. Biggs (new appointment) 

Terry Cooper (new appointment)  Rex Stotesberry (new appointment) 

Fred Tetterton (re-appointment)  Thomas Biggs (re-appointment) 

Lance Swindell (re-appointment)  Jordan Brown (new appointment) 

Tim Griffin (re-appointment)   Charles Hassell (re-appointment) 

 

Ex-Officio 

Ann Keyes (re-appointment as ex-officio) 

Wayne Lilley (re-appointment as ex-officio) 

 

Commissioner 

D. Cole Phelps (new appointment) 

 

These appointments are for 3 years and will end June 30, 2017. 
 

Senior Center Advisory Board 

 

The Senior Center Advisory Board recommends appointing Ms. Florence Jeanette Woodley to 

fill the vacancy of Mr. Al Sims.  Ms. Woodley has agreed to serve if appointed. 

 

Commissioner Phelps made a motion to approve the appointments.    Commissioner 

Sexton seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. Milazi distributed and discussed his report. 

Commissioner Manning asked about Departments being over budget. Mr. Milazi said that the 

fund balance is low but he is putting mechanisms in place to make things better.  He explained 

that sometimes items/services are not budgeted for but that they are needed. Commissioner 

Phelps had trouble understanding how budgets are overspent.  Mr. Rhodes said at the last 

Department Head Meeting he instructed the Department Heads to go into the Edmunds system to 

see where they are at in their budget and if they have any issues they should contact himself or 

Mr. Milazi to discuss it. 

 



 

OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIR, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER, CLERK OR 

ATTORNEY:   

 

Mr. Rhodes stated that on January 27
th

  a Transportation Plan meeting was held at the 

conference room at the Plymouth Municipal Airport.  The last plan the County had was in the 

year 2000 so it is time for an update.  The Commissioners will need to appoint a local 

Comprehensive Transportation Plan Steering Committee. Mr. Rhodes noted that he is in the 

process of putting together a list of names to bring to the Board for approval.  

 

Commissioner Phelps would like to thank Ann Keyes and Vanessa Joyner for their 

efforts during the recent snowstorm. 

 

Ms. Bennett noted that the community meeting between the Board of Education and the 

Board of Commissioners will be March 18, 2014 at 6:00 pm at the Roper Union School. More 

information will be forthcoming. 

 

Ms. Jenn Arnold (VP for Washington County for the Southern Albemarle Association 

(SAA)) spoke to the Board about the SAA and the need to update our priorities in the brochure 

which will be printed this year.  The Commissioners discussed removing the 32 Connector Road 

(since that project is started) and adding the widening of Morratock Road, adding a turn lane on 

Hwy 32 near the intersection of Morratock Road and Hwy 32 and repaving/widening of 30 Foot 

Canal Road (heading to Somerset). The Commissioners were asked to think if there were any 

more road projects they would like to give priority to and bring those ideas to the March 3, 2014 

meeting. 

 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to go into Closed Session according to NCGS 

§143-318.11(a)(4) economic development and NCGS §143-318.11(a)(3) attorney-client 

privilege. Commissioner Phelps seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 

At 8:45 pm, with no further business to discuss, Commissioner Sexton made a 

motion to recess the meeting until Monday, February 17, 2014.  Commissioner McCray 

seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

______________________________  _____________________________ 

               Tracey A. Johnson       Julie J. Bennett, CMC, NCCCC 

            Chair        Clerk to the Board    

 

 

 

 

 


