
 
 

February 6, 2012 
 

 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular session on Monday, 
February 6, 2012 at 6:00 PM in the County Commissioners’ Room, 116 Adams Street, 
Plymouth, NC.  Commissioners Alexander, Johnson, McCray, and Manning were present.  Also 
present were County Manager David L. Peoples, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett, and Finance 
Officer Frank Milazi.  Assistant County Manager/County Attorney Cheryl Young was absent. 
 
 Chair Manning called the meeting to order and asked that everyone stand for a moment 
of silence for Commissioner Collins who passed away on February 3, 2012.  Chair Manning 
gave the invocation; Commissioner Alexander led the pledge of allegiance.  
 
 ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  Chair Manning moved item 5, Board of Elections up to 
Item 3 subsequently moving all of the others items down. Ms. Bennett added the following items 
to the Consent agenda: 
 

1e)  Education Lottery Public School Building Capital Fund—Replace Floor Tiles— 
 Pines Elem. Cafe—$6,438.15 
1f)  Resolution—Opposition to Ferry Tolls 
1g)  Resolution—Children’s Dental Health Month 

 
 CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented along with the additions: 
 

Consent Agenda 
a) Approval of Minutes 
b) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts 
c) NC Education Lottery Public School Building Capital Fund—

Stage Curtains—Creswell High School—$5,704.66 
d) Resolution to Approve the Discarded Computer Equipment and 

Television Management Plan as an Amendment to the Washington 
County Solid Waste Management Plan 

e)  Education Lottery Public School Building Capital Fund—Replace 
Floor Tiles—Pines Elem. Cafe—$6,438.15 

f) Resolution—Opposition to Ferry Tolls 
Resolution—Children’s Dental Health Month 
 

Commissioner McCray seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM:  None.    
 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS:  Mr. Bill Forbes, Chair of Washington County’s Election 

Board, spoke to the Board regarding changing three polling places in the County for the 
upcoming May election to be in compliance with the Americas with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
Mr. Forbes also stated that the Elections Board recommended having laptop computers at each 
precinct to help Election Day run more smoothly and accurately. The three new polling sites 
would be at the Washington County Roper Annex Building (formerly Window on the World), 



the Roper Fire Department and the Plymouth Municipal Airport. At the present time, the 
Scuppernong site is not ADA compliant, but the County is going to make it ADA compliant 
rather than moving to a new site.  The cost for making the polling site changes and buying laptop 
computers is approximately $10,000. 

 
Ms. Dora Bell, Elections Director, stated that making sites ADA compliant takes 

precedence over purchasing the laptop computers. The laptop computers could wait to be put in 
next year’s budget.   

 
Mr. Peoples stated that something that must also be considered is that Ms. Bell informed 

him that the state may not be paying for maintenance of her polling equipment next year which is 
about $11,000 and that the County may have to foot the bill for that next year.  Money for the 
laptop computers this year would have to come out of the County’s reserve fund. Two laptop 
computers would be needed at each polling site for a total of ten. The Board asked Ms. Bell to 
come back to the Board with more definitive numbers for what is actually needed.   

 
PUBLIC HEARING ON LANDFILL PERMITS:    Commissioner Johnson made a 

motion to open the public hearing on landfill permits. Commissioner Alexander seconded, 
motion passed unanimously.   

 
Mr. Lou Manring introduced Mr. Pieter Scheer, Richardson Smith Gardner & Associates. 

Mr. Sheer showed a brief presentation.   

 
 









 
 
Mr. Jones asked Mr. Scheer if the percentage of growth had been figured in.  Mr. Scheer 

replied yes, but it has been figured on the conservative side. Mr. Joyner asked if the landfill 
could be expanded.  Mr. Scheer stated that expansion is very limited due to wetlands. 

 
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to close the public hearing.  Commissioner 

Alexander seconded, motion passed unanimously.  
 

Commissioner McCray made a motion to approve the resolution to approve the continued 
operations and future expansion of the C&D landfill unit. Commissioner Alexander seconded, 
motion passed unanimously.   
 

HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN:  Ms. Ann Keyes spoke to the Board regarding the 
MTW Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan prepared by Holland Consulting Planners, Inc. 
 

This plan was prepared for Washington, Martin and Tyrrell counties to promote the 
public health, safety, and general welfare of residents and minimize public and private losses due 
to natural hazards.  Further, mitigation will reduce the risk and impact of future natural disasters 
by regulating development in known high hazard areas. 

 
Commissioner Alexander made a motion to approve having a public hearing for the 

Hazard Mitigation Plan at the March 5, 2012 Board of Commissioners meeting.  Commissioner 
McCray seconded, motion passed unanimously.   
 

ANNUAL TAX COLLECTION REPORT:  Mr. Chip Main, Tax Collector spoke to the 
Board regarding the annual tax collection report that he is required to do each February.  Mr. 
Main is required by state statute to advertise unpaid 2011 taxes that are liens on real property. 



 
Mr. Main distributed a handout on Washington County Tax Collections Update and 

Revaluation. 

 



 





 
 
Mr. Larry Jones asked what the time frame is for a resident to file an appeal. Mr. Main 

stated that he will ask for the Board of Equalization to open in April and close in May, and also 
any resident can contact tax office when they receive their evaluation notice if they would like to 
discuss it. 

 



Commissioner McCray made a motion to approve advertising unpaid taxes that are liens 
on real property.  Commissioner Alexander seconded, motion passed unanimously.   

  
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (CAFR):  Mr. Frank Milazi 

introduced Chris Burton from our auditor’s office of Pittard Perry and Crone. Mr. Milazi and Mr. 
Burton gave the following presentation. 

 























 
Mr. Burton suggested that the County needs new accounting software since ours is 

getting archaic.  The County currently has one programmer and if something happens to him the 
County would have no one to support our current system.  



Mr. Jones asked how much funding was received from Golden Leaf. Mr. Burton stated 
that the County received $1,216,000 for the Commerce building and $480,000 for the Creswell 
Health Clinic from the Golden Leaf Foundation. 

 
AIRPORT PROJECTS:   Mr. David Peoples spoke to the Board regarding the taxiway 

turnaround on runway 21. 

 



Mr. David Peoples spoke to the Board regarding the airport terminal building 
renovations. Mr. Peoples showed the Board some recent pictures of the airport terminal building 
where it clearly can be seen that it has been decades since any improvements have been done.  
There is water damage on some walls and ceiling tiles. The roof has been fixed and currently 
there are no leakage problems.  The carpet/paneling is outdated in the conference room and there 
is also bad lighting and no windows in there.  The chairs are also falling apart.  Mr. Peoples 
would like to make the airport terminal more usable by expanding the conference room and 
making it a business area also with room for approximately 25+ people.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. David Peoples spoke to the Board regarding the airport projects and their funding. 

 
 

 
 



 
Mr. Rick Barkas, Director of the Division of Aviation (DOA), Chastity Clark, Regional 

Airport Project Manager, DOA, Jason Elliott, Engineer, with Baker/LPA Group, and Jim 
Farthing, LPA Group were in attendance and Mr. Barkas stated that the DOA is behind the 
County in these projects for the airport. 
 

Mr. Jones asked if any of the airport projects will create any jobs.  Mr. Peoples stated that 
there could be some construction jobs if a local contractor performs the work, but no permanent 
jobs past the construction. Mr. Jones also asked if the facility will be able to be used by groups in 
Washington County. Mr. Peoples stated that might be possible, as long as the activity doesn’t 
interfere with airport activities and that charges would be incurred if used after non-business 
hours because someone would have to be paid to oversee the activity. 

 
Mr. Barkas spoke about an economic study done showing that aviation has stayed on the 

‘uptick’ and the return to the county could be good. 
  
Commissioner Johnson spoke to Mr. Jones saying our long range economic plan is to lure 

companies here and hopefully have jobs available to our local people. 
 
Ms. Clark stated pilot’s use their own discretion as to which airports they will fly into and 

they would more likely fly into a more updated airport. 
 
Mr. Joyner wants the weather report to come from Plymouth Airport.  
 
Mr. Aycock (Board of Elections member) stated he thought there was only one entrance 

to the airport terminal building which would be a problem as a polling place.  Mr. Peoples stated 
that there are three entrances and the airport terminal building is ADA compliant.   

 
Chair Manning asked for a more definitive cost for the airport terminal renovation.  Chair 

Manning has ‘cruised’ timber before and the County needs to have someone to do that to make 
sure the County knows the value per acre to get the most of our money.  Chair Manning also 
stated that the County doesn’t need to harvest the timber before it is ready.  Chair Manning asked 
Mr. Peoples to have someone ‘cruise’ the timber before the Board makes a decision.   

 
Mr. Peoples stated he will come back to the Board with more definitive numbers as to 

what the timber is worth.  The Board will then decide whether or not to move forward with the 
projects and how to pay for them. 

 
BOARD & COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:   
 

a) Coastal Resources 

 

Mr. David Peoples, County Manager recommended that the Board re-appoint Mr. Wayne 
Howell to the Coastal Resources Board.  Mr. Howell’s term expires February 1, 2012. 
 
Mr. Howell has agreed to serve in this capacity if re-appointed. 

 
 Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve Mr. Howell’s appointment to the 
Coastal Resources Board.  Commissioner Alexander seconded, motion carried unanimously.   



 
FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:  Mr. Milazi distributed his Finance Officer’s Report. 

According to the report, EMS still looks to be a problem.  Mr. Peoples explained that there is a 
systematic problem with the billing of EMS due to the Medicare/Medicaid reimbursement 
structure. Mr. Clary has done a good job of containing his cost this year and is on budget.  If the 
County reduces its service from paramedic level to intermediate level, this would make a 
difference in what is reimbursed, but in the past the County has not wanted to reduce our level of 
service.  
 

OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIRPERSON, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY 
MANAGER, CLERK, OR ATTORNEY:  Mr. Peoples reminded the Board of the Broadband 
meeting being held at the Martin Community College Auditorium at 7:00 pm on February 9, 
2012. 
 

Mr. Peoples also reminded the Board of Representative Butterfield’s visit to the new 
Medical Clinic on February 22.  Mr. Peoples will soon be sending out the agenda. 
 

Commissioner Johnson made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to G.S. 143-
381-11(1)(4) and 143-381.11(a)(5). Commissioner Alexander seconded, motion carried 
unanimously.  
 

Commissioner Johnson made a motion to recess the meeting.  Commissioner Alexander 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
               Buster Manning        Julie J. Bennett 

            Chair        Clerk to the Board    
  
 
 


