
January 3, 2011

The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a regular session on Monday,
January 3, 2011 at 6:00 PM in the County Commissioners room, 116 Adams Street, Plymouth,
NC.  Commissioners Alexander, Collins, Johnson, McCray, and Manning were present.  Also
present were County Manager David Peoples, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett, Finance
Officer Gayle Critcher, and Assistant County Manager/County Attorney Cheryl Young.

Chair Johnson called the meeting to order. Commissioner Manning gave the invocation;
Commissioner Alexander led the pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS / DELETIONS: Chair Johnson noted that we need to add two documents
to Item 8, (as Item 8A and 8B) Resolution for Approval of Insurance District Boundaries for
Conaby Fire District and Creswell Rural Fire District (to match what is listed with the State.)

CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner McCray made a motion to approve the Consent
Agenda as follows:

a) Approval of Minutes
b) Tax Refunds & Releases and Insolvent Accounts
c) Update to Personnel Policy: Adverse Weather Conditions
d) Resolution of Support of the Albemarle RC&D Council, Inc.

Commissioner Collins seconded, motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC FORUM:

Jimmy Jones, 51 Cardinal Lane, reported to the Board that at the meeting of July 6, 2010
of the Board of Commissioners and the Department of Transportation (DoT) he was told that he
needed to show proof that Cardinal Lane was created by 1974 if he wanted it to be maintained in
the State system. Mr. Jones stated that he obtained such information and sent it to the DoT but
they have not gotten back to him.  Mr. Peoples stated he would contact DoT to see where things
stand and Chair Johnson will call Mr. Jones with an update.

Mr. Billy Waters, former Commissioner, stated that the ‘written permission’ request
came before the Board in 1998/99.  He stated that large landowners looked at the law.  Mr.
Waters stated that if he goes on someone’s land and gets hurt, the owner can deny giving him
permission to be on that land if it is not in writing. Mr. Waters went on to explain that the
Albemarle Hunting Club members have signed up with the NC Wildlife Commission’s
Registered Land program.  It costs $10 per tract of land for a sign showing they are registered
with the NC Wildlife Commission. In North Carolina you can register your land with the North
Carolina Wildlife Commission and they will give you a sample of a sign to post and provide you
with a permit book for you to give permits to whoever has your permission to hunt on your land.
Anyone caught on said land without a pass for whatever reason, will be prosecuted by the state
for trespassing without an entry permit. If that person doesn’t have written permission, the game
warden can give the trespasser a ticket. Commissioner Alexander explained that the only change
to the ordinance will be to just adding the word ‘written’ into the existing ordinance. Mr. Waters
explained that ‘written permission’ would hold the landowner liable for any accident. Mr.
Waters directed a question at the Board:  “Who owns a hunting license?”  Only Commissioner
Collins raised his hand. Mr. Waters went on to say that hunting is considered chasing a dog or
shooting a rifle. Mr. Waters feels it is just a little area in Commissioner Alexander’s area that has
a hunting problem. Mr. Waters also explained that the State is liable if the Posted sign is up



(from the Wildlife Commission), and if the landowner calls the Game Warden, he will come out
and issue the ticket.

Ms. Young explained that she took the wording in the current ordinance and just added
the word “written”.  As the ordinance is written now, the only enforcement is with the Sheriff as
a trespassing charge. Ms. Young went on to explain that she was aware that there is a land
registry program through the Wildlife Commission, however, what it doesn’t allow is that if the
landowner wants NO hunting/fishing on their land.  That is the hole in the program. Ms. Young
also noted that the Wildlife Commission will not help enforce the law if we do not have it written
in an ordinance.

Mr. Allen Phelps of Creswell stated that there is a problem with people hunting off the
highway and running dogs through people’s yard. Mr. Phelps asked if this ordinance change
passed, would he have to contact Commissioner Alexander for permission to get dogs off her
land if he needed to go get them out of her yard. Commissioner Alexander asked Ms. Young if
she would have to give such permission.  Ms. Young replied “no”.  Mr. Phelps then stated that if
he was going after his dog then that would be “hunting” and he could get a ticket without getting
written permission.

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE REQUIRING WRITTEN PERMISSION FOR
HUNTERS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY: Ms. Young reiterated that the single change being
made in this ordinance is the addition of the word “written”. Commissioner Collins said all he
was hearing is that retrieving dogs is a problem. Commissioner Collins noted that if the issue
deals with the dog, then have the ordinance exclude dog retrieval.  Mr. Peoples spoke of other
complaints of folks hunting without dogs going on folk’s property in various areas of the county.
Commissioner Manning stated that it seemed to him that if a landowner signed up with the NC
Wildlife Commissioner that would seem to solve the problem. Commissioner Manning
suggested tabling this amendment to the ordinance and invite someone from the NC Wildlife
Commission come to a Board meeting and speak about on this topic.  The Board agreed
unanimously. The Board asked Ms. Young to contact the NC Wildlife Commission to have
someone attend a Board meeting in the future to speak to the Board on this matter.

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED USE OF AN INSTALLMENT FINANCING
CONTRACT AS ALLOWED FOR UNDER NCGS 160A-20 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF
AN INDUSTRIAL BUILDING AT THE PLYMOUTH MUNICIPAL AIRPORT:

Commissioner Collins made a motion to open the public hearing on the proposed use of
an installment financing contract as allowed for under NCGS 160A-20 for the construction of an
industrial building at the Plymouth Municipal Airport. Commissioner McCray seconded, motion
carried unanimously.

Ms. Critcher reiterated that at the December 6 Board of Commissioners meeting the
Board approved that the County be authorized to finance the entire amount of $484,118 for the
Commerce Center construction project.

Ms. Critcher sent out a request for proposals that were due on December 22, 2010.  The
proposals were not to exceed borrowing $500,000. Ms. Critcher recommended that the Board
approve the RBC bank bid which has a 4.41% taxable interest for no more than 10 years. Ms.
Critcher explained that if the County would like to lease or sale the building to a company in the
future, the loan must have taxable interest, not be ‘exempt’. Ms. Critcher also stated this is a
fixed rate.



Commissioner Collins made a motion to close the public hearing, Commissioner
Manning approved, motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Alexander made a motion to adopt the Resolution Authorizing the Filing
of an Application for Approval of Financing Agreement Authorized by NCGS 160A-20 for the
Construction of an Industrial Building at the Plymouth Municipal Airport, accepting the bid from
RBC and allowing Chair Johnson to sign documentation pertaining to this documentation.
Commissioner McCray seconded, motion carried unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2010 COMPREHENSIVE
ANNUAL FINANCE REPORT: Mr. Chris Burton from Pittard, Perry and Crone was in
attendance. Mr. Burton and Ms. Critcher gave the following presentation.



























Mr. Burton stated that the only item of concern found was that the EMS
billing/collection wasn’t working.  The County changed to a different EMS collection
agency on July 1, 2010 in hopes of solving the problem.   Mr. Burton suggested that the
County keep an eye on this and make sure that the County sees a vast improvement on
the collections/billing side.  Mr. Burton also stated that a concern was found in Social
Services where there were some forms missing from some participant’s files.  However,
Mr. Burton also stated this was very immaterial.  Mr. Burton also mentioned that the
County needs new software for accountability of fixed assets (depreciation) in the whole
County.

VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURE DISTRICTS (VAD’s) PRESENTATION: Ms.
Rebecca Liverman, County Extension Director and Rufus Croom from Soil & Water spoke to
the Board about Voluntary Agriculture Districts (VAD’s).  They gave the following presentation.

















Ms. Liverman stated that Washington County is at the very basic level of the VAD’s.
She would like to see the County get recognition as a VAD and she would like to set up steering
committees to be able to come up with an ordinance to bring to the Board to see if it’s what the
Board wants to do. Ms. Liverman went on to explain that they would write the agreement as the
Board sees fit so as not to cut ourselves out of the ‘tree removal’ business.  Ms. Liverman has
draft ordinances from neighboring counties with land similar to our County’s.

Ms. Liverman stated that she was not asking for anything from the Board tonight--she
was just making the Board aware of what the Extension Office was trying to put together. The
Extension Office is having a meeting with Farm Bureau tomorrow. Ms. Liverman hopes to come
back to the Board in a year or 18 months with an ordinance for the Board to approve.

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION OF CATCH SHARE PROGRAMS: Chair Johnson called for
a vote on this resolution since it was previously discussed at the December 6, 2010 meeting.
Commissioner Alexander made a motion to approve the Resolution in Opposition of Catch Share
Programs.  Commissioner McCray seconded.  Commissioners Alexander, McCray and Chair Johnson
voted aye.  Commissioners Collins and Manning voted nay. The motion passed.

RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL OF INSURANCE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES FOR LEES
MILL TS, CONABY, AND CRESWELL RURAL: Ms. Ann Keyes explained to the Commissioners
that the Fire Departments had 9S Inspections last week and it was noted that some of our Fire
Department names did not match what was on file with the State.  Commissioner Manning made a
motion to accept the Resolution for Approval of Insurance District Boundaries for Lees Mill TS,
Conaby, and Creswell Rural.  Commissioner Collins seconded, motion carried unanimously.

BOARD & COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS: The Washington County Senior Center Advisory
Committee has requested the following appointees from the Board of Commissioners.

Mr. Julius Walker, Jr.
Mr. William McCray
Ms. Verna Armstrong
Ms. Patricia Almond

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the Washington County Senior Center
Advisory Committee appointments.  Commissioner Alexander seconded, motion carried
unanimously.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT: Ms. Critcher discussed Budget Appropriation
Amendment/Adjustment 10121 (COPS Federal Grant) and 10122 (Transport/EMS Transfer).

Commissioner Alexander made a motion to approve Budget Amendments 10121 & 10122.
Commissioner McCray seconded, motion carried unanimously.

OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIRPERSON, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER, CLERK,
ETC.: Mr. Peoples noted that John Farrelly, Washington County School Superintendent, informed him
that Washington County was recommended by the Agriscience and Biotechnology Regional School
Planning Commission as the location for the Agriscience and Biotechnology Regional School.  This
recommendation will now go on to the Legislature.



Commissioner Manning made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to NCGS
143-318.11 (a)(3), 143-318.11 (a)(4) and 143-318.11 (a)(6).  Commissioner McCray seconded,
motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to recess the meeting. Chair Johnson seconded,
motion carried unanimously.

______________________________ ______________________________
Tracey A. Johnson Julie J. Bennett

Chair Clerk to the Board


